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O OPPORTUNITY can mean quite so much as 
N today’s. Present opportunity seized is worth a 
dozen resolutions for tomorrow, ahd to begin with 
this issue of The Sunday School. Times to cultivate 
the habit of reading good advertising will mean far 
more to you than pre» Armed sitecacamete 
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The “Upper Room” 
By Edith Lillian Young 
Mark 14: 12-16 


“ RNISHED and prepared” the chamber, 
= Ready for the Lord to use, 
Glad its owner that the Master 
His “large upper room” should choose. 
And I think he offered freely, 
Willingly, his ae best, ; 
Counting it a joy and privilege 
. Thus 1 aera well@oved Guest. 


But I, too, have a “ guest-chamber” 
In my heart, an “upper room "’; 
Master, take it, come and reign there, 

Nor let self its sway resume. 
Cleanse from sin, and make it only 
Thy fair dwelling place for aye; 
Jesus, come, I give e gladly 
All this heart of mine today. 





“Without Shedding of Blood —” 


Modernism misunderstands propitiation. That is 


because Modernism is part of the natural mind which 
understandeth not the things of God. Satan has 
never made a greater effort than he is making today 
to confuse thinking about the stupendous truth set 
forth consistently throughout Scripture that “with- 
out shedding of blood there is no remission.” If 
» we could draw aside the curtain between the seen 
and the unseen, doubtless we should find that back 
of the whole teaching of evolution there is a care- 
fully prepared Satanic scheme to nullify the truth 
of the Bible’s teaching about the fall «f man and 
«the consequent necessity for atonement. Sincere but 
misled men are coming more and more directly to 
attack the teaching of “the fall.” In a recent,article 
in Colliers, Bruce Barton says that “experience in 
the old theology has been labeled ‘the fall of man,’ 
but if it was a fall, it was a fall forward; it was the 
first great upward step.” The “experience” of which 
he is speaking is this “tenacious thing, this idea of 
bloody sacrifice,” which “still hangs on.” 
to many people is even now something that hurts, 
and God is an unhappy being who will not be ap- 


peased or bribed to good conduct except through self- 


“Religion _ 


abasément and pain.” Mr. Barton is arguing against 
the alleged primitive notion of propitiating God by 
bloody sacrifices, but as a matter of fact there is in 
Scripture no teaching of any propitiation for the pur- 
pose of placating a vengeful God. As Dr. Scofield 
shows in his Reference Bible in a footnote on Romans 
3:25, our Lord Jesus Christ is both our propitiation 
and place of propitiation—the mercy-seat sprinkled 
with his own blood, where “in our stead he so hon- 
ored -the law by enduring its righteous sentence that 
God, who ever foresaw the cross, is vindicated in 
having passed over .. . the sins of believers under 
the old: covenant and in justifying sinners under the 
new covenant.” What men need to do -today is not 
to try to explain away the truth of propitiation, but 
to get the good news of it out to the dark corners 
of the earth where men do not know about it. L. L. 
Legters, Field Secretary of the Pioneer Mission 
Agency, tells of the selection in an awful “beauty 
contest” of the loveliest Indian maiden of a tribe 
in Central America seven. years ago, who was of- 
fered as a sacrifice to the spirit of the volcano Santa 
Maria, because smallpox had broken out-in the tribe 
and the Indians had said, “Blood must be shed.” A 
recent report of the needs of the North East India 
General Mission shows that, against the best efforts 
of the British government, from thirty to forty hu- 
man sacrifices a year are offered in the territories 
which that mission is trying to reach. Oh, that .sen 
would pray, give, and go, that the news that sufficient 
blood has been shed may be got out over the world! 


ya 

The Lost Kingdom 

Oné way to lose a kingdom is to give the human 

sions unbridled rein. Crown Prince Carol of 

mania has apparently lost his kingdom in that 
way. When his father died recently, and his little 
son Michael, of tender years, was proclaimed king 
in his place, Carol sought his forfeited throne in vain. 
Scripture unequivocally declares that no man _can 
live in lust and inherit the kingdom of God. Mil- 
lions upon millions of youth the world over are let- 
ting slip eternal royalty through this. sin. If our 
Lord could speak of his own time as “a wicked and 
adulterous generation,” what is our generation since 
womankind has discarded the modest dress of our 


mothers and their mothers’ mothers for the scanty 
Paris-set fashions of the day? Job made a covenant 
with his eyes (Job 31:1) against the impure look. 
We are forced to see much that is evil all about us, 
but it is the second look that is sinful; and yet the 
eye can turn nowhere in public without having to 
face the temptation of the sex appeal in modern 
styles. Dr. Perry M. Lichtenstein, physician to the 
famous Tombs Prison in New York City, who has 
been in contact with 170,000 prisoners in twelve years 
past, says that “the so-called crimes of passion” will 
continue until the elimination of the principal cause, 
which it seems to him is “the present style of dress.” 
These immodest styles, modern state-wide “beauty 
contests,” and the like, are some of Satan’s traps to 
cheat men out of being: what God longs to have them 
become: sons of God and joint: heirs with Jesus 
Christ. “Be not deceived: neither fornicators, . . . 
nor adulterers, nor effeminate . . . shall inherit the 
kingdom of God.” 
a“ 


Fire as a Symbol of God 

Fire was perhaps the most impressive and frequent 
symbol used by God in old times to reveal his pres- 
ence. One of many instances is that given in the 
Sunday-school lesson on Elijah at Carmel. There is 
that in man’s nature which turns his mind to God, but 
sin has dimmed his power, of himself, properly to 
conceive of the true God. Even the thinker, rejecting 
inspiration and relying alone on philosophy and sci- 
ence, has a negative conception of Deity, — what he 
is not, rather than what he is. By using fire and 
light — for our who is “a consuming fire’ can 
appear as fire that glows but does not consume, as in 
the burning bush —the most ethereal, effulgent, im- 
ponderable, and purifying of the forces in nature, God 
has aided the mind of man to soar to a more ade- 
quate conception of the spirituality, purity, and energy 
of His nature. When God evidenced his being to his 
people by fire and light he made his glory visible to 
the senses of man. The Jehovah of Israel alone thus 
gave manifest proof of his being, a powerful protest 
against heathenism and its polytheism. The Holy 
Spirit is even now “the Spirit of burning” (Isa. 4: 
4), and it is vitally important that we “quench not 
the Spirit.” 


“The Disciples of the Lord’ in Madagascar 


HE movement in Madagascar known as “The 
Disciples of the Lord” is a sort of laymen’s 
movement, but a laymen’s movement that says 
nothing -about money and never dreams of advertise- 
ment. It has been growing apace for some time. 

It seems to have arisen originally from the con- 
version of a drunken sorcerer, Raini-soa-lambo, who 
burned the tools of his trade, abandoned his vices, 
and learned to read. He passed some years in medi- 
tation, prayer, and the reading of the Word; then 
gathered twelve “awakened souls” about him to in- 
struct them in the things of God. When they were 
not engaged in prayer and Bible study, they worked 
in the rice fields. In the nineties they started evan- 
gelizing. 

About this time there was sickness in Raini-soa- 
lambo’s family. The apostle was given the Word to 
pray. for the recovery of his relatives. Healing fol- 
lowed. From that day he accepted in all its literal- 
=e the teaching that the prayer of faith saves the 
sick. 

One of the first persons led to the Saviour was 
his old colleague in sorcery, Rainitiaray, whom he 
adjured to abandon the lying trade, burn his idols, 
and turn to Christ. This newcomer into the king- 
dom of Christ was healed in answer to prayer. The 
two former pillars of Satan’s rule were now true 
apostles of the Crucified. 

From now on the two ex-sorcerers obeyed the 
word of their Master, came out of their retreat and 
preached the Gospel to the heathen. The good hand 
of. the Lord was upon them. They went through 
great numbers of villages expounding the folly of 


idolatry,. the gravity of sin, its terrible consequence 
in-eternal death, and deliverance by repentance and 
faith in Christ. They also preached brotherly love, 
holiness, simplicity of living and _ self-renunciation, 
and healing by faith. Revival spread in all  direc- 
tions. 

Then came the jesuit persecution that checked the 
movement for some years. But at the opening of the 
new century it broke forth with fresh power. 

The spirit of the movement comes out in the de- 
cisions made at its annual gathering at Soatanana, 
some years ago. Raini-soa-lambo opened the ses- 
sion with the following little address: 

“Our thanks are without bounds when we remem- 
ber what the European missionaries have done for us. 
They left all at the call of the Master and for our 
sake, — plunged in ignorance and paganism-as we 
were. But recall how numerous are the districts 
that they cannot reach. They are too few to evan- 
gelize our land in its entirety. 

“After long meditation on the Word of God I have 
come to the conclusion that it is God’s plan to evan- 
gelize Madagascar with Malagasys. They can bet- 
ter make their fellow countrymen understand. I 
propose therefore that we send into all the provinces 
of Madagascar those who willingly offer themselves.” 

The resolution was accepted with enthusiasm. 

But what methods should be adopted? Not a sin- 
_gle one of the “Disciples of the Lord,” for so they 
called themselves, had any formal education. All 
were poor in the goods of this world, and no one 
could promise a shred of salary. Long was the dis- 
cussion. Then arose a disciple to suggest that debate 
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should cease and that they should look to the Word 
of God for direction. The presiding officer imme- 
diately opened the New Testament at its first page 
and they read to the end of chapter nine in Matthew 
before anyone commented. 

When they reached chapter ten, where the sending 
forth of the twelve by the Lord is described, they im- 
mediately compared it with the tenth of Luke re- 
garding the sending out of the seventy. “These two 
chapters settle all the questions broached,” they said. 
They would follow literally the words of Jesus. 
An appeal was launched for volunteers and a num- 
ber came forward. The rules adopted for them and 
by them were: 

“The Disciples of the Lord shall_be sent out two 
by two,— husband and wife, or two Christian brothers, 
or two Christian sisters. 

“They shall carry nothing with them save the 
clothes on their persons, a Bible, and a book of hymns. 

“They shall stop at every village on their way, 
preaching the Gospel, healing the sick, and casting 
out evil spirits. 

“They shall remain in the villages, if the people 
consent to hear the Gospel and provide them with 
the corner of a house to sleep in, together with rice 
for their sustenance. 

“These conditions fulfilled, they will not leave the 
village until those of the village who have destroyed 
their idols and accepted Christ as Saviour are able 
to continue the work. 

“No money may be asked for or received. 

“The ninth of June, each year, is to be set apart as 
a day of thanksgiving and prayer, wherever ‘Disciples 
of the Lord’ find themselves.” 

This apostolic evangelism is producing results. 
For example, in the district south of Vatomandry,. 
there were three churches in 1907. Nine years of 
hard work by European missionaries brought the 
number up to fourteen in 1916. In 1922, however, as 
a result of this movement, fifty new churches opened 
up, making a total of sixty-four. So in the Tamatave 
district there were thirteen churches. in 1907, 113 in 
1924, 180 in 1925! 

When M. Escande asked the church at Vatomandry 
about the change they told him this story: 

“Two Disciples of the Lord appeared one day at 
the Vatomandry church. After the sermon they were 
asked if they wished to add a word. One of them 
arose, opened with a few words of salutation, and 
then asked: “How many years has your church been 
in existence?’ The people taken aback could only 
reply, ‘Many years.’ 

“*And what have you done for the evangelization 
of the heathen villages about here? Have you 
preached everywhere, more or less? How many 
churches are there in your district?’ 

“At these words we lowered our heads in confusion. 
After a moment of impressive silence, he continued, 
‘What! God has preserved your church through all 
these stormy times as a light in the darkness, and you 
have understood neither the privilege nor the duty of 
being the means of salvation in the hands of God!” 

The assembly was struck with emotion. Many 
rose, confessed their faults, and put themselves at 
the disposition of the Disciples to accompany them 
into all the villages where they wished to go. 

M. Escande visited some of the new churches. 
“When we reached Nosimbato it was black night. 
The porters had missed their way. The village was 
off the main roads and never visited by Europeans. 
Twenty persons had been waiting for us about a fire 
lighted in the middle of a chamber. They were de- 
cently clothed, and sang hymns so well that I was 
astonished. Their prayers amazed me, for they were 
just out of heathenism and had had no missionary in- 
struction. Some years ago,” so their story ran, 
“some of us worked on railway construction. We 
noticed a group of Hova laborers who got together 
to listen to a Book. We asked permission to join 
the group and determined, when we got home, to 
burn our idols and seek Christian instruction at 


Vatomandry. 
“But these impressions faded away. Some months 
afterward, however, a -Christian woman from the 


high plateau came among us. She called herself a 
‘Disciple of the Lord, and had nothing with her 
save two books in a linen bag. She was gentle, pa- 
tient, and filled with the spirit of love. She visited 
all the houses, reading the Bible, explaining it, sing- 
ing songs, and praying. We asked her to settle here 
for some time. She enabled us to know the true God, 
maker of Heaven and earth, and his Son our Sav- 
iour. 

The same story is coming in from the west coast 
and the pagan areas of the north. 

The evangelists are distinguished from other Mala- 
gasys only by the cleanliness of their clothes. Their 
poverty and renunciation make friends for them. 
Those with whom they lodge soon realize that they 
are completely consecrated to their work, thinking 
nothing of what they eat, drink, or put on. When 
they come into a heathen village, they ask permis- 





Editor’s Note.—This editorial is based upon the book “Les 
Disciples du Seigneur” (“The Disciples of the Lord”), by 
E. Escande, published by The Society for Evangelical Mis- 
sions, Paris, 3 francs. 
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sion, before going to bed, to sing a few songs. As 
the Malagasys are intensely fond of music, this is 
readily granted. If they are heard with attention, 
they read a short passage of Scripture, ending with 
prayer. The next day they go from house to house, 
speaking of the Saviour. 

M. Escande says of these evangelists that the first 
thing that impresses one is their humility, a humility 
combined with a certain assurance. There is nothing 
weak about them. Their teaching is fundamentally 
Biblical If they had not called themselves “Dis- 
ciples of the Lord,” we should term them “men and 
women of the Bible.” How they live it and how they 
know it! 

Their message is ever the same: “Repent and be 
converted, for the kingdom of God is at hand.” These 
evangelists are not orators, nor have they had any 
training. How remarkable, then, that they should 
obtain results such as have been absent to the 
many devout and able Madagascar pastors. 

“How is it to be explained,” asks M. Escande, “that 
in this milieu, where the history of the church is 
wholly unknown and where the Christian life is so 
undeveloped, Christians should come to believe in en- 
tire sanctification and to realize to a certain point at 
least the victorious life?” 

It is not to be denied that the Disciples of the Lord 
have been, in the hands of the Lord, an instrument 
of conversion and of revival. Today,—since 1917 
especially —they are the agency that God is using 
to awaken a movement toward the Gospel, the extent 
and all the happy consequences of which one could 
not have foreseen. A month does not pass, not to 
say a week, without some new localities being opened 
by them to the Gospel. 

And they have the authentication of the Enemy 
to their genuine Christianity. The French authori- 
ties, not understanding them, have often set them 
down as lazy persons, seeking to live without work 
and have imprisoned them or expelled them from par- 
ticular provinces. The Jesuits, too, have persecuted 
them and, failing to suppress them, have imitated them 
with societies of catechists who go about from house 
to house, naturally with no appreciable results. The 
Protestant churches look on them with mixed feel- 
ings. Many welcome them. Others are disturbed at 
their miracles, at -their insistence on conversion, at 
the crowds they attract. Did not, on one occasion 
when the visiting revivalists told their hearers to 
abandon their idols, some good churchmen bring 
idols to the burning that had been cherished in secret? 

Yet they have never promoted schism or organ- 
ized separate churches, even in wholly pagan areas. 
There has been no Ethiopism here. Their influence 
has been rather to stimulate the life of the churches 
by stirring the members to prayer, Bible study, and 
volunteer evangelism. 




















Are the Spirits of Our Dead With Us? 


Will you kindly teli me, in your Notes on Open 
Letters, if there is any Scriptural ground upon which 
one can make a statement I have heard made on 
more than one occasion during the preaching of a 
funeral seymon? It is that ‘the soul of Mrs. 
is here with us today; she is conscious of what we 
are doing; hears what is being said,” and so on. I 
cannot see what Scriptura! warrant one has for mak- 
ing such a statement.—An Ohio reader. 


It is not true that the spirits of those who have 
died are with us on earth. Not only is there no 
Scripture for such a statement, but the Scriptures 
plainly say the opposite. 

The inanimate bodies of those who have died re- 
main on earth awaiting their resurrection. Our Lord 
said: “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, 
in the which ALL that are in the graves shall hear his 
[Christ’s] voice, and shall come forth; they that have 
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of condemna- 
tion” (John 5:28, 29). 

But the spirits of the dead have left their bodies, 
and have been taken from the presence of the living. 
Those who died trusting in Christ for salvation went 
at once “to be with Christ; which is far better” (Phil. 
1:23). This truth was revealed to Paul, who knew 
that his death would mean that he would - “depart, 
and . .. be with Christ.” Departure means going 
away, not remaining where one is. Our Lord on the 
cross said to the dying thief who believed in Him, 
“To day shalt thou be with me in paradise’ (Luke 
23:43). Those who died rejecting Christ and their 
salvation are in hades, the place of the dead, which 
the Bible tells us is in “the lower parts of the earth” 
(Eph. 4: 8-10). 

The blessed dead are far better off in Heaven, in 
the conscious presence of their Lord, than they would 
be if they were here with us. Sorrowing ones are 
sometimes given the false comfort of being told that 
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the loved one who has died is still with them. But 
it is not true, and it would not be for the best. God's 
love and wisdom are better than ours,—better for 
them and for us. 

Those who would study the Scriptures further on 
this subject will find help in the footnotes of the Sco- 
field Reference Bible on Habakkuk 2:5, Sheol; Luke 
16: 23, Hades; and in the following books: 

Progress in the Life to Come. By James M. Gray, D.D., 
President of the Moody Bible Institute (Fleming H. Revell 
Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York City, 50 cents). 

Endless Being. By J. L. Barlow (Philadelphia School of 
the Bible 1723 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, 75 cents). 

The Underworld of the Dead. By Dr. J. J. Ross (Philadel- 
phia School of the Bible, 10 cents), 

Death Defeated and Defied. By R. A. Torrey (Biola Book 
Room, 536 South Hope Street, Los Angeles). 

The Bright Side of Death. By A. C. Dixon (Chicago Book 
Center, 58 West Washington Street, Chicago). 
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Can Atheistic Incorporation 
Be Prevented ? 


Can atheistic bodies be legally empowered and pro- 
tected in the teachings of principles and doctrines 
that would undermine and utterly destroy the foun- 
dations upon which our nation was built, and by 
which it continues to exist? Is there a way by 
with Christians may prevent such incorporation ?— 
A Busy Women’s Bible Class, Colorado. 


Doubtless many earnest Christians have wondered 
if there was not some step that should be taken to 
prevent the incorporating of atheistic bodies and to 
bring about the dissolution of those now incorporated. 
The Sunday School Times has referred this inter- 
esting legal question to an able Christian lawyer, 
Ormond Rambo of Philadelphia, who has before this 
given Sunday School Times readers the benefit of his 
counsel. Mr. Rambo replies: 

“Can .an atheistic organization be legally empow- 
ered and protected in the teaching of principles and 
doctrines that would undermine and utterly destroy 
the foundations upon which our nation was built, and 
by which it continues to exist? 

“I would answer very definitely ‘No.’ ; 

“Is there a way by which Christians may prevent 
such corporations? 

“In answer to this I would say that, in nearly all 
of the states, preliminary notices are given of incor- 
poration. In some few there is no notice, but the 
courts are always open to any individuals, whether 
Christian or otherwise, to object to any incorporation 
which may be against public policy, for unlawful or 
immoral purpose or purposes, which would infringe 
the rights of any other corporation, prejudicial o1 
inimical to the general welfare of the state, or the 
people thereof or the community in general. 

“The best course to follow under these circum- 
stances would be to appeal to the courts of justice 
or to the charter-granting power, or both, through 
competent counsel in the state where such incorpora- 
tion is requested. 

“In order to obtain action by the courts it would 
be necessary to employ competent lawyers, who would 
be acting for a number of people willing to con- 
tribute to pay for the lawyers’ time in representing 
the matter. 

“I am quite sure that, both in Pennsylvania and in 
New York, authorities have refused to grant charters 
to corporations where the object of the incorporation 
was atheistic in character. 

“No governmental power, either executive or judi- 
cial, has any right to grant a charter that would be 
perversive of government, against public policy, im- 
proper, unlawful, atheistic, Bolshevistic or Soviet in 
character. 

“We must remember, however, that according to 
prophecy these things will occur, and, where the vot- 
ing community puts into office governors or judges 
who are atheistic or radical, that their consciences 
will be perverted by positions and policies approved 
by the people who elect them. 

“We must remember that prophecy does not give 
us much encouragement in reforms, either of gov- 
ernments or people, until He shall come who will 
be King of kings and Lord of lords. 

“When the Lord was here on earth I do not find 
that he offered many reforms. There were atheists, 
annihilationists, thieves, adulterers, murderers, liars, 
and deceivers just as there are today. He came to 
unveil and reveal the Father and to offer himself 
as a sacrifice for sin. He did not teach reform. He 
taught eternal life, an abundant life, a fullness of 
joy, by accepting him as Saviour, and all this by be- 
coming a son of God through a new birth, and not by 
reformhin§ and bettering the old Adamic race. 

“We know that God favors organized government, 
and will in future have a perfect theocratic govern- 
ment. When Israel wanted to copy after the nations 
and desired a king, God gave a king, but this king was 
not God’s choice. Many rulers now God gives, no doubt 
in judgment, and to maintain an organized govern- 
ment, which is far better than no government. I am, 
however, looking forward to a King who will rule 
in righteousness,” 
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What Made You Come to China ? 


Thought-provoking replies that missionaries gave 


to a challenging question 


By Frances M. Boyce 














the fashion peculiar to editors,— always with 

a mental eye on the columns of the paper, ready 

to seize, in whatever form Fag might come, any- 
thing worth while for its readers. ; 

‘One of the letters was from far-off Mongolia. That 


. A‘ EDITOR was looking through his mail in 


“took precedence. over some. correspondence nearer 


home. He skimmed its contents with the rapidity of 
those who have to take in the sense of more than 
they have time deliberately to read. Even an editor 
predisposed toward the work of God in foreign lands 
knows that not all missionary letters are interesting 
enough for the general Christian public. : 

“Good stuff! It shall go in,” he thought. With 
the decision, he took up his ‘blue pencil and went 
through the letter again, carefully, taking out a re- 
dundant word here, putting in a missing punctuation 
mark there, and reading now with a double person- 
ality — combining the critical editor and the average 
reader —as he indented it, headed it, prepared it for 
the printer. He was not too absorbed in his task, 
either, to receive definite impressions himself from 
what the writer told. His unconscious heroism, his 
zeal, his courage —for he worked alone in a partic- 
ularly hard and lonely field —these stood out for the 
editor as he hoped they would for his readers. It 
was ready now and would just fill the required space. 

Then, before it finally went to press, he added a 
line, —just ae question. Did he lift his heart in 
prayer as he took up his pencil? * Whether consciously 
or not, he was surely “moved of the Holy Spirit. 
“Where is the young man who ought to be this lonely 
missionary’s companion?” That was a. 

The printer did his part and the magazine went 
out as usual. The letter from Mongolia was only 
one small item. 


Where the Seed Fell 


A youth on the threshold of manhood was turning 
the pages of the periodical, reading here and there, 
just to pass a pleasant hour. His eye caught the title 
of the letter from Mongolia. It promised an interest- 
ing few minutes. He read of the environment, the 
purpose, the efforts of a man of God working among 
the nomad tribes of that sparsely populated country 
north of China. ‘He was only mildly interested. The 
last sentence was reached and he was about to turn 
the page. Then, with the force of a blow, the ques- 
tion reached his inner consciousness, “Where is the 
young man who ought to be this lonely missionary’s 
companion ?” : te 

He had not particularly realized the writer’s lone- 

liness. Now, in the light of this unexpected ques- 
tien after the signature, he reread the letter. “Yes, the 
poor fellow must be lonely indeed, though he isn’t 
himself complaining. Wonder who'll go to help 
him?” With a slightly uneasy feeling he laid the 
aper aside. ' 
' we and weeks passed. Other issues of the paper 
were read, but in none of them did he see any .inti- 
mation of response to that keen thrust of the editor’s 
that it was some young man’s business to offer for 
a share in that Mongolian enterprise. The question 
stayed with him, though, without any further infor- 
mation to add fuel to his interest. 

Months passed into years. Try as he would, he 
could not shake off that question, “Where is the 
young man?” Why should that editor have presumed 
that there was any such young man? Why shouldn't 
he have presumed maturity was an essential? “The 
young man!” “Where?” 

He tried to forget it in business, in pleasure, even 
in home mission work. Yet anywhere, everywhere, 
he seemed haunted with a refrain, “Where is the 
young man who ought to be this lonely missionary’s 
companion?” He began to consider all that would 
probably be comprised in such companionship —to 
count the cost, for others who might be suitable for 
a missionary’s career! “Where is ... the compan- 
ion?” 

Nearly a decade had passed since that editor’s ques- 
tion had been penned and read. The missionary in 
Mongolia was still alone, although other parts of 
Asia had in that period received recruits by the score. 
But a letter had been dropped from the word that 
had haunted a young man’s mind and heart for the 
best part of ten long years. “Where?” “Here!” 

“Here?” the answer had come to him long since, 
“Here.” He knew that by means of that pertinent 
inquiry a seed dropped unaware, God had called him. 
The season of doubt, following the season of resist- 
ance, had been succeeded by a full surrender. “Here 
am I; send me.” 

He. offered, was accepted, arrived in Mongolia, and 
was warmly welcomed by the missionary who had 
held bravely on despite loneliness. 





“What can we do to get more men and women 
into the mission field?” is a pertinent question 
before every Christian organization that is awake 
to the appalling needs and the marvelous oppor- 
tunities both in unreached fields and in partially 
occupied mission lands of the day. This thought- 
ful study by a former missionary of Shanghai, 
China, gives first-hand impressions of what it is 
that determines men and women to become 
laborers in the bee bape fields in far corners 
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The foregoing, in fewer words, he told me at the 
Missionary Home in Shanghai. We sat together at 
one of the tables, and at first he had little to say. 
So seldom had he used the English language for 
some years that it did not come easily. Then he was 
asked about his “field” and warmed to the subject 
of “Mongolia.” One does not get a crowd there as 
in China, easily. As I listened, I marveled. There 
seemed so very, very little response to the Gospel. 
What endurance was needed! Then I asked the ques- 
tion, “What made you go there?” Instantly he told 
me of the editor’s addition and what it had done. I 
wish it had occurred to me to ask if the editor him- 
self had ever been told how God had used those few 
words. What an illustration of the power of sanc- 
tified editorial work! 

That missionary’s eager response to my query en- 
couraged me to put it to others. For more than 
seven years I had exceptional opportunities of talk- 
ing with missionaries in China. During that time, in 
varying capacities, I had lived in the largest mission- 
ary home in the world —that in Shanghai, “the Gate- 
way to China.” Literally thousands passed through 
its doors while I was resident there. The thought 
would often rise to my mind as I looked at and lis- 
tened to one and another: “I wonder what made 
you a missionary? What was the first link in the 
chain of events and motives that brought you to 
China?” ‘ 

I began putting the query of my mind into words. 
Sometimes I asked it at the close of narratives con- 
cerning past or present missionary effort, success or 
failure. The question was always promptly answered, 
and with evident pleasure. Most frequently it was 
the fact of a missionary relative. “My father, mother” 
— “my aunt” — “uncle” — “cousin” was a mission- 
ary, “and from a child I wanted to be the same.” 

Or an early dedication at the family altar — fol- 
lowed by real intercession that the offering thus made 
to the Lord be accepted. ° 

“My parents were very keen on missions and after I 
had offered”— oh, wise parents, who made it not 
known sooner !— “they told me that at my birth’—in 
some cases it was even before that event — “they had 
given me to God for the mission field.” : 


Are Missionary Addresses Worth While? 


Not infrequently it was an address at the Sunday- 
school by a returned missionary which first put the 
possibility and the desire in the child’s heart. 

“T well remember,” a Scotch lady told me over 
the teacups, “a tall gentleman in a long black coat 
addressing our school. Doubtless he told about his 
work as a missionary and of the need in heathen 
lands, but I don’t remember a single thing he told us, 
only from that time my purpose was to become a 
missionary. Even in childhood I began to prepare 
for my future life work.” 

A_ particularly forceful missionary still at work 
in China told how she and a “deputation” lady enter- 
tained in her childhood home went for a walk to- 
gether. “I was just a high school girl, full of fun 
and frolic, never thinking of myself in connection 
with work in heathen lands. My amazement and 
amusement were great when this visitor told me as 
we walked that she was praying and expecting that 
I would become a missionary in China. I told one 
of my boy friends a little later, ‘Just think! Miss 
Blank says she is praying I may go to China. as a 
missionary! Even expecting to see me there, too!’ 
He exclaimed, ‘Why! She told me the same thing 
about myself!’” 

They laughed together, immensely “tickled,” but 
with no idea that such a preposterous notion would 
ever become fact! When she told me the story she 
concluded, “We have both been on the field for years 
now.” 

Prayer is, however, a factor in the “thrusting forth” 
of laborers into God’s harvest concerning which sta- 
tistics cannot be compiled. When sowers and reapers 
“rejoice together” in the Father’s ‘Home we shall 
probably find that behind every recruit for every field 


there was definite prayer, even though the one go- 
ing forth to whitened fields knew nothing of the in- 
tercessor. Those who pray most rarely talk of their 
prayers! Many such have passed into their Lord’s 
presence without seeing the fulfillment of their pe- 
titions. 

In a station in Southeast China where the writer 
spent about a year, the first “family” prayer of the 
day, offered as we sat around our bowls of rice at 
seven o’clock or earlier, was made by the aged head 
of the mission. Invariably, among its sweet and holy 
petitions, was one for “those whom Thou art calling, 
or hast called, to serve with us here.” 

In my own case there was a wide gap of years 
between call and acceptance, a long period of test- 
ing and waiting before God sent me forth. As I 
learned that in this wonderful little “faith mission” 
this petition had been offered for several decades, it 
thrilled me to realize that—though not one of that 
group was known to me until after I had been for 
a little while in China —in that prayer they had been 
unknowingly praying for me, with none can say how 
much influence upon my circumstances and inner life! 
Prayer is power! God alone can tell how much it has 
contributed to the force at present occupying the mis- 
sion fields of the world. 


Mother’s Sunday Reading 


As one who has for over twenty years contributed 
to missionary literature for the young, I was partic- 
ularly interested in the very first answer received to 
my question, “What made you want to be a mission- 
ary? 

It came from a college professor widely known and 
respected by both Chinese and foreigners, a man who 
has made a definite, valuable contribution to the wel- 
fare of China’s student and laboring classes in sev- 
eral provinces of that great country. A quick smile 
of pleasant recollection lit up his face as he replied: 

“It was a little missionary: magazine my mother 
used to take for her children.” 

They lived on a farm in Ireland, if I remember 
rightly, and the mother lived a busy life, but counted 
among the chief of these the spiritual welfare of her 
little ones. 

“Sunday afternoons,” the professor continued, “she 
used to read from this wee magazine stories of 
heathen lands and missionaries laboring there. I well 
remember one Sunday. She had read about the 
Hindus and their gods and showed us the picture il- 
lustrating the article. It was of the great car — 
Juggernaut —and men throwing themselves in front 
to be crushed beneath its wheels.” 

I knew the kind of picture, just a crude woodcut 
such as I had also seen in the juvenile periodicals of 
forty and fifty years ago, and I could picture, as I 
listened, the scene in that cozy farmhouse, the group 
of little heads bent above the table as the mother 
pointed out feature after feature in the illustration 
of the story she had read. She would explain that 
the people thus killed by the cruel, idolatrous custom 
had children to mourn their death, or. parents, 
brothers and sisters to weep for them, yet they sacri- 
ficed their lives thus in the desire, the hope, of win- 
ning salvation. She saw the fascinated horror in 
the eyes of eight-year-old Joey as he gazed at the 
little picture and she asked, 

“Wouldn’t you like to go and tell them there is no 
need for them to kill themselves like that, because 
there’s a God who: loves them?” 

_ “Yes,” answered the child, an instant desire spring- 
ing to birth at his beloved mother’s suggestion and 
in turn begetting a resolve —to do that very thing! 

“I never swerved from the purpose formed within 
my heart that Sunday afternoon,” the mature mis- 
sionary told me. “My school and college life, my 
agricultural training, my theological course and ordi- 
nation, all had in view my becoming a missionary. 
India was closed to me by the time my preparation 
was complete, and in God’s providence I came to 
China instead.” 

“What made you first want to be a missionary?” 
A bright young bank clerk told us on the threshold of 
his career in China that it was something heard while 
he was in the Primary Department of the Sunday- 
school he attended. 

“There had been a little talk about heathen lands 
and the need of messengers to tell them the Gospel, 
followed by the hymn: 


The fields are all white, the laborers are few! 
We children are willing, but what can we do, 
To work for our Lord in His harvest? 


“In my little heart I then and there registered a 
vow to work for the Lord in those harvest fields in 
heathen lands—and here I am,” he finished with a 



















548 * 


bright smile, eager to get hold of the language to 
“whet his sickle.” 

Since I began asking the question at the head of 
this article, the answers have in my own mind fallen 
into three groups: those called of God in childhood, 
those whose call came in adolescence or early man- 
hood or womanhood, and those to whom the divine 
call came in middle age. 

Of those who chose a missionary life in adolescence, 
during the period of high school, college, or the early 
years in some profession in the homeland, the chief 
number seem to have been the children of mission- 
aries. The greatest proportion of children of mission- 
aries who have themselves become missionaries in 
their turn appear to be among the workers in the 
Southern Presbyterian (U. S. A.) and the China In- 
land missions. 

I heard a weary little mother of some strapping 
boys and girls tell a wealthy lady visiting China of 
the need for a large school of higher grade than was 
at that time available for the children of foreigners 
in the land. 

“If we can keep our sons and daughters with us 
—or near enough to spend the holidays at home — 
until they reach college age, a large proportion come 
back as missionaries! If we have to send them to 
the homelands for their education some years before 
that, they lose touch with us, their parents, and lose 
——e in their parents’ work and do not come 

ack. 

It was a strong plea and based upon the observa- 
tions of long years in China. As I listened, there 
came to my remembrance the arrival of a beautiful 
girl from America on the very day I commenced my 
term of work at the Missionary Home in Shanghai. 
Some one at the table, learning that her childhood had 
been spent in China, complimented her upon coming 
back to a land that could hold no romance for her, 
since she knew, as the other new missionaries did 
not, the drawbacks and difficulties, the dirt and dis- 
ease, with which she must cope in her sphere of serv- 
ice. 

“Because I know it all, I could do no other,” she 
replied. 

This group, imbibing colloquialisms in infancy and 
early childhood, picking up the language quickly after 
only a few years of absence from the land of their 
adoption and perhaps the land of their birth, are able 
to get into intimate touch with the Chinese as those 
who learn the native touch in adult years can rarely 
or never do. With constitutions already adapted to 
the climate, with tastes given a Chinese bent, these 
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are surely the most valuable of the foreign ambas- 
sadors of our King that China receives. 

Others in this section got their call through the 

visit to their college of some earnest, spiritual rep- 
resentative of the Student Volunteer Movement or sim- 
ilar organization. Here and there a thrilling mis- 
sionary biography, or a personal question from a 
worker on furlough after a fercible address or in 
a quiet mterview has been the channel of God’s mes- 
sage to the individual soul. 
_ What about the last group — larger than one would 
imagine, those who came to the field in middle age, 
in some cases too old for acceptance by any mission- 
ary society? What mostly brought these? Never, 
so far as my inquiries went, never the general appeal 
in missionary literature, missionary demonstration, 
thrilling address! These have their opportunity al- 
most exclusively in youth, during the impressionable 
years, when the facts there presented are not yet 
familiar enough to have lost force. 

What then had God used to bring out men and 
women hardened to the ordinary methods? A lonely 
worker who was a personal friend. Long years of 
friendship wherein by letter and visit during furlough 
details of the missionary routine and needs were made 
familiar to one who had not himself had a call, or 
even shown interest in heathen lands in youth. 

The serious handicap of single-handed efforts, the 
holding up of cherished projects for lack of the hoped- 
fer reinforcements, the loss of strength, these con- 
fided to a particular friend, finally brought out that 
faithful one to stand by the side or carry on the work 
of the one greatly esteemed. In another case I think 
of, it was the possibility of the friend giving just 
that aid needed to supplement the enterprise of the 
missionary correspondent, the optimistic outline of a 
project the middle-aged scholar could assist in, 
which brought out for particular service a university 
professor. He and other elderly recruits for the 
China field have had to work with English-speaking 
Chinese or through interpretation, but some instances 
are known to me where in middle life the new mis- 
sionary, with resolution attacking the language, has 
at ages between fifty and fifty-seven years acquired 
sufficient Chinese to preach the Gospel and carry on 
a mission among those not speaking English! 

Thus once more God proves that he is not limited 
to one method, class, or age in choosing laborers and 
we should “sow beside all waters” in presenting the 
missionary appeal, the present trouble in China not- 
withstanding ! 


Port Haney, B. C. 
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With quickening pulse many Sunday School Times readers last year read of the 1927 tour to the Holy Land 


and the Mediterranean, under the direction of James 


Boring’s Travel Service, Inc. And doubtless many faced 


the realization that such a tour for them would be impossible. Yet two readers refused to be discouraged, and 

determined to take the tour in a unique way. Perhaps the description of it may have some suggestion for you for 

the 1928 tour. But, as the writer puts it, ‘‘Let no one think that this is ‘just as good as’ the real journey. It 

is merely a whetter of one’s appetite.’’ So, after you have read about the ‘‘scrapbook tour,’’ you will doubtless 

want to write the Tour Department of The Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia, for information as to 
how the 1928 tour may become a reality in actual experience for you. 


HEN my mother and I first read of the pro- 

posed Sunday School Times party to accompany 
James Boring’s cruise to the Mediterranean and Holy 
Land, in January, 1927, we were greatly thrilled in 
thinking of those who could take this “trip of a life- 
time.” Desiring to see if we two home-keeping wo- 
men could gain something from such a journey, I 
wrote for the illustrated booklet published by Mr. 
Boring, which fired us to read all we could about 
these wonderful cities and countries, ancient and mod- 
ern. It was then that we conceived the idea of a 
“scrapbook tour,’ keeping a journal of description 
and picture just as though we were actually members 
of The Sunday School Times party. 

But there was so much of absorbing interest we 
could not do justice to all. I made copious notes, and 
took extracts from several travel books, such as “A 
Pilgrim in Palestine,” by John Finley, Frank Carpen- 
ter’s book on the Holy Land and Syria, and the 
“Mediterranean Traveler,” by Lorenz. Some one 
gave me the informing and picture-filled cruise books 
of a number of steamship lines, and items were 
gleaned from many sources. 

In clearing out the house of a friend who had just 
passed away, a large number of issues of The Na- 
tional Geographic were found,—she always saved 
everything. I asked for some, and received all, find- 
ing a wealth of knowledge on nearly every country. 
There were many articles, profusely illustrated, on 
the lands around the Mediterranean, such as “The 
Splendor of Rome,” “Impressions of Palestine,” 
“Malta, the Halting Place of Nations,” and “Carni- 
val Days on the Riviera.” It pleased me much to 
have the wonderful number (now out of print, I 


think), giving “Egypt, Past and Present,’ and the 
popular article, “At the Tomb of Tut-ank-amen.” 

At the start of our “cruise,” it was plain to me 

that the Lord desired us to undertake this trip-read- 
ing, and all the way through his urge was with me. 
Surely,.he directed the Ceographic gift into my hands. 
Though I have not seen with my own eyes the actual 
places, I have gazed at them through the eyes of 
others, with his own blessing upon me all the way. 
And the pleasures of book and picture have been 
shared with shut-ins, who have been enthusiastic in 
their interests. 
_ With my store of notes and pictures, I wrote my 
journal as if I had really been, to those places, that is, 
I tried my best to do this. But how different from 
a diary of the events of the Doric’s real cruise, only 
those who truly saw and experienced may tell. In 
due time I finished the typewriting and pasting, all 
on typewriter paper. We followed the schedule in 
the book as the real cruise progressed, hugely enjoy- 
ing diary and pictures, happy within, though some- 
times wintry winds howled without. 

How wonderful have been Mr. Boring’s “Cruise 
Letters for Stay-At-Homes”! We could scarcely 
wait for these to come, each seeming a delightful per- 
sonal epistle from friend to friend. When we read 
them, we went over my diary again with renewed 
pleasure, his words opening new vistas. We followed 
the travelers with intense interest that helped might- 
ily to bless an icy winter that shut us in much. These 
letters were inserted in my scrapbook, which grew to 
such dimensions I bound it in three sections, with-card- 
board covers for each. Mr. Philip Howard’s fine 
travel letters from The Sunday School Times, Dr. 
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Sheldon’s sermon preached on Mount Carmel, other 
notes of his, and pictures taken by some of the party, 
all from the. Christian Herald, went in also. 

Hours of delight are still before us as we shall read 
the beloved scrapbook over and over. It is now being 
circulated among interested friends, who enjoy it 
greatly. But let no one think that this is “just as 
good as” the real journey. It is merely a whetter 
of one’s appetite, for I long more than ever to go to 
the Holy Land. 

With reverence and gratitude we went in imagina- 
tion where Jesus had been, through places made for- 
ever sacred by the presence of him who is our Saviour 
and Lord. Some writers have said that a trip to the 
Holy Land makes the Bible a new Book ever after, 
and the presence of the Lord increasingly deeper and 
stronger within them. Not with physical eyes, but 
with the eye of faith, I gazed upon the scenes of 
Christ’s last days. Never had I considered these spots 
with so much love and longing in my heart, so much 
recognition of the cost of the supreme sacrifice, and 
of the blessedness to all who accept, and lovingly fol- 
low him in service and sacrifice. Deep, precious les- 
sons came to me as I, too, partly shared in the bless- 
ings received by the worshiping party from the Doric 
as they actually trod the ways of Palestine. And it 
is good to know that, though comparatively few may 
really stand where Jesus stood, the experience of be- 
ing with him may come continually to all his own, 
through every joy, through every stress of life, bring- 
ing rich fruitage to ourselves and to others. 


ANDOVER, Mass. 


Your Cradle Roll— 
Asset or Liability? 


What should be its threefold ministry if it is to be worth while 
By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 


WEEN the-annual balance sheet of your church 
activities is made up, on which side of the ledger 
is the Cradle Roll? Is it listed as an asset or as a 
liability ? 

Is it an asset because (1) it is an aid to the church 
and its pastor, (2) it helps build up the school and 
aids the superintendent, (3) its influence is felt in 
the home? 

Are you carrying it as a liability because (1) it 
costs money to carry on the work, (2) it takes the 
time of some one who might be used elsewhere, (3) 
as far as is known the reaction in the home is negli- 
gible? 

Consider the liabilities first. True, it does take 
money to provide even a meager equipment for this 
Cradle Roll Department, and if we are to invest the 
Lord’s money so as to bring about the best returns 
for him, we will discontinue the department and close 
it out rather than carry it at a financial loss. No 
good business house will continue a losing depart- 
ment; when the annual balance sheet is struck the 
department that does not show_a profit must go or 
be reorganized. So unless there is a disposition to 
make the department really worth while, it will be 
better to discontinue it. 

The second liability is worth seriously considering. 
The time of some one is supposed to be given to this 
work without bringing about any results. Now, this 
person, employed in some other department of the 
church, might accomplish something very much worth 
while, but as superintendent of a Cradle Roll she is 
a dismal failure. A change in the personnel of the 
working force might eliminate this item. 

The third charge is a serious one. There is but 
little use in carrying on such a work as is called forth 
by a Cradle Roll unless some definite benefit to the 
home may be seen. But in an honest analysis of the 
situation, are you satisfied that the church has done 
its part in presenting the aim and object of the Cradle 
Roll to the parents? 

Consider, now, how the Cradle Roll may be a real 
asset to the church, and this means any and every 
church and community, rich or poor, city or rural, 
large or small. The same problems and needs are 
those of every place where there are little children. 


First: How may the Cradle Roll be an asset to the 
church and its pastor? The church recognizes the 
importance of early religious nurture, and feels her 
responsibility in providing this. No better channel 
for assisting the fathers and mothers in providing 
Christian training for their children may be found 
than through the medium of the Cradle Roll. Be- 
cause a child is a member of the Cradle Roll, it be- 
comes a member of the school, and thus the church 
has a peculiar interest and responsibility toward it. 
Another phase of this is that because baby is a mem- 
ber of the Cradle Roll and connected with the church, 
then father and mother, if not already members, may 
feel that baby’s church should be their church, and 
in time be brought to unite with it. So the Cradle 
Roll may be an asset to the church in helping to 
build up its membership. The pastor recognizes its 
evangelizing power. It gives him an open door into 
all homes where baby is a member of the school. It 
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Lesson for October 2 
1 Kings 18 


rovides opportunity for personal work that might 
Gaierwiee be difficult to secure. All of the church 
may feel the influence of the Cradle Roll. From the 
women’s organizations will go visitors to invite the 
mother to become a part of “* Aid Society, the 4 
sionary Group or whatever the association may 
called. The ‘brotherhood or Men’s Club will make 
an effort to secure father as a member. Perhaps the 
choir will be aided because one parent is a singer. 
Who knows where the influence of this wee baby will 
end as we see the many parts of church life that are 
touched directly and, indirectly because of it? Yes, 
we may well say that the Cradle Roll is an asset to 
the church. 


‘Second: How may the Cradle Roll build up the 
school and aid the superintendent? The school mem- 
bership is increased by one when a baby is added to 
the roll. In a home where baby is the only member 
of the school, the opening wedge has been made 
whereby every member of the family may be secured 
for some class or department. The names of father 
and mother are given to the Adult Bible Class workers, 
or to the Home Department superintendent, and an 
effort is made to secure their attendance in some class. 
If there are other members in the household who are 
not in Sunday-school, try to get them located in the 
proper departments. If the little one is old enough 
to enter the Cradle Roll class, then father or mother, 
or both, may bring the child to Sunday-school and 
remain during the hour, going into some one of the 
Adult classes. a? 

Another very important way in which the Sunday- 
school is helped or te Cradle Roll is that it affords 
an opportunity for creating a missionary spirit, par- 
ticularly among the younger children. Every time 
a member brings in the name of a new Cradle Roll 
baby, particularly from the home of non-churchgo- 
ing parents, a fine piece of missionary work has been 
done. 

This department is an aid to the superintendent 
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if he has caught a vision of what may be accomplished 
because of it. What an asset it may ome to his 
school! He sees new classes of mothers and fathers 
being organized; Parents’-Training Classes offering 
help to fathers and mothers in providing better train- 
ing for their children. He has a dream of a splen- 
did circulating library of books that will be helpful 
to parents in solving their many problems; he knows 
that now he will have a closer contact with the homes, 
and because of this much better work may be done 
in every department of the school. Yes, the Cradle Roll 
may be a decided asset to the superintendent. 


Third: ‘How may its influence be felt in the home? 
A keener sense of responsibility comes to the parents 
concerning the Christian training of their child when 
they see how much attention is given it by the church 
and Sunday-school. They try to live up to at least 
some of the things which baby’s membership in the 
church school suggests. The desire is to be better 
parents, and so they welcome all the help which the 
department is able to offer them. The testimony of 
a great army of Cradle Roll superintendents is that 
because baby was on the roll, father and mother 
united with the church. Surely this is a result that 
is worth striving for. if 

If the Cradle Roll is not a paying proposition then 
study the department carefully and find out where 
the weak spot is,—just what is causing the leak. 
With this information in hand endeavor to remedy 
the trouble and bring the balance to the other side 
of the sheet. And surely it is worth while to make 
the Cradle Roll an asset, for consider what it may 
mean to the church, to the school, the home, and the 
community, for with better home conditions. the com- 
munity must also be improved. Therefore as a mat- 
ter of patriotism it behooves all of us to see to it 
that our Cradle Roll is functioning in all directions, 
and that the reaction of baby’s membership in the 
church and school is worth while. 


Corat GaBLes, Fia. 












When life really began for a lawless young 
man headed for the rocks of spiritism 


ocean. a 


Finding Peace in a Belgian Gospel Tent 
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By Edith F. Norton 











Vivid word pictures of the remarkable work of the 
**4 New Invasion of Belgium.’’ It may be had from 


an Gospel Mission make up Philip E. Howard’s book, 


Belgian Gospel Mission, 323-327 North | 3th Street, 


Philadelphia, at $2, postage 15 cents. Gifts for the work may be sent to Charles G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 


at the same address. 


of the Belgian Gospel Mission in Walloonie, in 

the little mining village of Warquinies. We had 
gone down that Sunday from Brussels to attend a 
special service of baptism, where several new converts 
from that region were to be baptized. We have ob- 
served in the land of Belgium what deep respect is 
paid to the sacraments of the church, and how very 
reverently our Christians enter upon them. The sac- 
rament of baptism is no exception, and it is a solemn 
moment when the beligver thus confesses his Saviour 
and Lord. At this afternoon meeting the whole serv- 
ice led up to the significant climax, and just before 


|: WAS an afternoon meeting at one of the posts 


stepping into the baptismal waters each man testi-. 


fied to his faith in Christ. ; ; 

In our Mission we have no mixed baptisms; men 
and women are baptized on different days. Nor wil 
it seem an anomalous situation that our Mission be- 
ing interdemoninational yet has baptisteries in many 
of its halls. Liberty of choice is given as to the mode 
of baptism, but it is almost always immersion that is 
chosen. . 

All had testified and had received baptism; a young 
man was last, and we remarked that he alone did not 
give his witness before stepping into the water. But 
his intention was otherwise, and how we were moved 
when we saw him as he entered the baptistery rev- 
erently kneel in the water and pour out his heart in 
prayer and thanksgiving for his conversion. 

We have known something of the marvels of sav- 
ing grace in Belgium, but his story was so remark- 
able that we asked him to put it in writing for 
friends in America. 

“T thank and bless God,” he began his story, “that 
he inspired and led you into Belgium, for it is through 
his grace and by the intermediary of the Gospel Tent 
that I have come to the knowledge of his Word. And 
out of my gratitude of heart I write you this ac- 


_ count of my conversion, praying God to bless it, that 


some other soul afar from God, reading these lines, 
may by his grace be enlightened to see how miser- 
able and useless is his life, and to come repentant to 
the foot of the cross where is forgiveness. 

“My parents were unbelievers from my babyhood; 
therefore, instead of being brought up in the fear 
of God as I should have been, I was reared in the 
midst of iniquity and idolatry. From my childhood 
I was taught to fear the ‘sorcerers,’ as certain old 
women of the neighborhood were designated. As I 
grew older these vague tales of sorcery ceased to 


influence me, but it was otherwise concerning the 
open idolatry with which I was surrounded. On 
every hand I saw people who did not even believe 
in God, but who nevertheless went constantly on pil- 
grimages to different shrines, and had their houses 
filled with little idols (statues of the saints) of all 
sorts. 

“Also I began to frequent spiritualistic seances, and 
I was chosen as a future medium. Aside from this, 
I was allowed to give full reign to my vices, and was 
never disciplined, nor given any idea that I was fol- 
lowing in the ways of Satan. 

“During the war I was twice wounded as I went 
about my work, during the shelling of my _neigh- 
borhood (in the vicinity of Mons). How I bless 
God, now that my eyes are opened, that he protected 
me in the midst of such dangers! 

“However, at the time I recovered from my more 
dangerous wound, my parents informed me that my 
healing was due to an amulet of plaster representing 
‘Our Lady of Lourdes.’ They told me that they had 
scraped off a little plaster dust from this image, 
which they placed in my drink, and that it was this 
which had cured me! 

“Until I was twenty-four I did nothing but progress 
in my life of unbelief and superstition. I attended 
faithfully the Roman Catholic Church, but found there 
no peace, no teaching of certain pardon. I shrank 
constantly from confessing my sins to another who I 
knew to be as great a sinner as myself, 

“Oh, how my heart yearns over others still walk- 
ing in the darkness that surrounded me all those 
years! How I tremble for them, and before it is too 
late, I would beseech them to Repent! Repent! 

“A little later I became a soldier, and departed with 
all sorts of little medals and pictures of saints sewed 
in the lining of my coat to preserve me from danger. 
Despite these measures I became a desperate char- 
acter in the army, and was almost degraded from my 
rank as underofficer. I ran from one fortune teller 
to another, from one seance-to another. I frequented 
noted shrines and went on repeated pilgrimages — all 
in quest of peace and happiness. Also I was giving 
myself to orgies of drink and shame, and was the 
most miserable of all men. 

“At the end of my service I married, and just a 
year after, something happened to the family of my 
wife. Both my father-in-law and my mother-in-law 
with their two little boys were converted in the hall 
of the Belgian Gospel Mission at Warquinies. Their 
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conversion had come about through the younger of 
their boys, who had gone to the Sunday-school -at 
Warquinies and had come home to sing the beautiful 
hymns and to speak to his unsaved parents in his 
childish way about Jesus. They went, through curi- 
osity, to the hall, and finally all were saved. My 
wife and I could not understand their new-found joy, 
and mocked long at them and tormented them for 
their faithfulness. We would plan our visits to them 
so as to arrive on Sunday just when they wished to 
go to their meeting. But their fidelity was so great 
that despite our coming they would leave for their 
Sunday services. 

“As time went on, I became increasingly miser- 
able, and finally an intolerable desire for peace came 
over me, and a feeling that I must go to the Prot- 
estant temple and hear the Word preached. I really 
longed to go, but my wife kept begging me to go 
to the movies instead. She herself had heard the 
Gospel preached on several occasions, and she told 
me flatly that if I were converted there could be no 
more theaters or kermesses for me. 

“About this time, during a strike in the mines, while 
I was out of work, the Gospel Tent of the Mission 
came to the town. My wife and I both went and 
heard Mr. Neusy, Mr. Antomarchi, and Mr. Cosan- 
dey speak. The very first night, how the heavens 
must have rejoiced, for on that night two souls who 
entered the tent careless and lost departed broken- 
hearted because of their sins, but with a peace of 
heart before utterly unknown to them. At home we 
went to our knees to pour out our hearts to the Lord 
_ prayer and praise and to give ourselves fully to 

im. 

“How can I find expressions noble enough to de- 
clare what we have experienced since believing in 
Jesus —the joy that flooded our hearts after casting 
ourselves repentant at the foot of the cross! Oh, I 
should like to shout aloud my deliverance, that all 
away from God might hear! 

“I had fong been a physical sufferer, and although 
these sufferings did not leave me, my murmurings and 
complaining did. Now I hada Comforter — One who 
bandaged my wounds and laid a balm upon my suf- 
fering, a tender faithful Friend. 

“Persecution commenced for me from the members 
of my own family and among my companions at my 
work. But I have the strong hope that soon even 
these persecutors will be won by the Gospel even as 
I have been. 

“My desire is that those. who read this, if they 
have not already done so, may, as did I, enter the only 
path that leads to God, the path of peace, of joy, of 
salvation, through our beloved Saviour and Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

So ends the story of Jules C——, but I think we all 
agree it has scarcely begun, for such young believers 
as he form the true hope of Belgium’s future in the 
Gospel. 

This corner of Belgium, in its somber mining as- 
pect, is unusually happy in having as resident worker, 
Mr. Neusy. who with his assistant, Mr. Andries, man 
the three posts of Dour, Warquinies, and Blaton. 

Never a month but a cheery report comes from 
these brave, faithful friends. One month it will be 
of a family in their street who for years had re- 
fused to speak to them because they were “dirty 
Protestants.” As one priest said candidly of us, “I 
hear the Protestants are holding meetings in the ‘hog 
market’; they ought to feel perfectly at home there!” 
But love and prayer won at last, and now this same 
family are rejoicing in a new life in Christ. 

Just recently Madame Neusy wrote of a visit in 
this same home. After singing together a sweet hymn 
of the Gospel, the woman of the house said, “Now 
I know what it is to have Christ as Saviour, and to 
have all my sins washed away by his precious blood.” 

Then it was the turn of the husband to bear glad 

witness of his joy in Christ. “Before my conversion,” 
he said, “I got angry at nothing. I was always dis- 
contented, always quarrelling with my companions; 
such was my disposition that my wife feared to see 
me returning home; but now, bless God, all is 
changed; ours is a Christian home.” 
_ Madame Neusy adds, “I cannot tell you what a 
joy it is to visit this home; we speak together of 
heavenly things; we sing the praises of the Lord, and 
pray together.” 

And so the blessed work of God goes forward on 
Belgium’s needy soil. And while storm clouds form 
about us, menacing us from Europe’s four corners, we 
rejoice that the Spirit continues in our midst his con- 
victing and quickening work despite the surrounding 
darkness. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
ve 


In connection with the Sunday-school lessons on 
the Prophets which are now commencing, valuable 
help may be had from “What Do the Prophets Say?” 
($1.25, postage 10 cents) by Dr. C. I. Scofield, and 
“The Kingdom in History and Prophecy” ($1, post- 
age 10 cents), by Lewis Sperry Chafer. These books 
may be ordered from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 323, North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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International Uniform Lesson.—1 Kings 18 


Golden Text.—Choose you this day whom ye will serve.—Josh. 24: 15 
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LESSON 1. OCTOBER 2. ELIJAH ON MOUNT CARMEL 
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Devotional Reading: Psalm 115 1 1-3) 2%. d 
The Lesson as a Whole Primary Torte: Ged f S iiees St Tea tion. Therefore, the command must have come to 


By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
I’d rather with Elijah stand 
Alone on Carmel’s crest, 
Than in allegiance to the band, 
Whose shame was there confessed. 
—Julius Brigg. 
The Historical Setting 


LIJAH’S life was a crisis in the life of Israel. 
E The northern kingdom exhibited a_ steady 
retrogression from Jeroboam down to Ahab. 
The worship of the calves had developed into Baal- 
ism. The God of Israel had been supplanted by the 
idols of Phoenicia (1 Kings 16:31). The curse of 
Joshua on the rebuilding of Jericho was defied (16: 
34). ; 
God overrules evil with good. The regular min- 
istries of priest and Temple were superseded for 
northern Israel. Elijah was raised up as a_ prophet 
endued with singular powers and gifts of the Holy 
Ghost for such a time as that. The spirit and power 
of Elijah became a standard of Jehovah’s promise 
for the wonders of the decades immediately preced- 
ing the millennium (Matt. 17:11). This promise ap- 
plied also to the ministry that introduced our Lord’s 
first Advent (Luke 1:17). Israel headed by its king 
was so utterly apostate that it was rapidly lapsing 
into heathenism. Only a violent surgical operation 
could save its life. Elijah was God’s knife to cut out 
the corruption and preserve the nation for yet more 
centuries of service. Nothing is told us of his fam- 
ily or birth. He is termed simply “the Tishbite.” 
This probably means that he came from the wild 
but beautiful mountain district of Gilead, the high- 
lands of Palestine, on the eastern side of the Jordan 
bordering on the great desert. Ahab’s reign of twenty- 
two years probably extended from 876 to 854 B. C. 
Elijah’s ministry seems to have begun a little later 
than Ahab’s accession and lasted some years beyond 
its close. 


Verse by Verse 


1 Kings 18:30—Come near unto me. Note the 
impressive command and the vivid picture. We can 
see the surging crowds swinging away from the 
priests of Baal and clustering around Elijah. The 
wild cries and frenzies of the idolaters gradually sank 
to silence as they sullenly and unwillingly watched 
Elijah’s preparations. He repaired the altar. In the 
Septuagint Version this sentence is placed after the 
first sentence of verse 32. In either case the mean- 
ing is clear. There had stood an altar to Jehovah 
in that spot, and Elijah built a new altar by repair- 
ing the old one. 


Verse 31.—The number of the tribes. To Elijah, 
as to every man of God in the Old Testament, they 
were still twelve. The same enumeration is to be 
observed in the New Testament (Acts 26:7; Jas. 
1:1; Rev. 7). It is futile, and what is more im- 
portant, unscriptural, to look for the so-called lost 
ten tribes among any of the Gentile nations today. 
Students who are interested in this subject should 
consult David Baron’s “History of the Ten Lost 
Tribes’ (China Inland Mission, 237° West School 
Lane, Germantown, Phila., Pa., paper, 75 cents). 
This book is sound, Scriptural, and exhaustive. 

No contradiction to, or ignorance of, the law of the 
central sanctuary is involved in this action of Elijah’s. 
Note the conditions laid down in Deuteronomy 12: 10, 
ff., which certainly did not obtain in the northern 
kingdom at this time. Moreover, the ten tribes col- 
lectively were now severed from the Temple worship. 


Verse 32.—A trench. Elijah would make the con- 
ditions as difficult as possible that the ensuing nm. acle 
might be the more plainly seen to be.wholly of God. 
Possibly some of the people knew of the tricks of 
idolatrous priests. The water might have been 
brought from the sea, though that is some miles away 
from the probable scene of the altar. There is an abun- 
dant fountain close by which is never affected by the 
severest drought. Two measures of seed. The measure, 
or seah, is only about two or three gallons. The ex- 
pression in the text must, therefore, be understood 
to mean that the trench was of such size that two 
measures of seed might be sown in it, not that they 
would fill it. In the Mishna the phrase here used 
is said to be a definite area about 900 square yards. 


Eighteen hundred square yards would thus be the’ 


size of Elijah’s trench. If this is correct we should 
probably understand the expression to refer to the 
whole area enclosed by the trench. 
perhaps to add that the Mishna is a codification of 


It may be well® 


Memory Verse: I love Jehovah, because he heareth my 
voice, and my supplication.—Psa. 116; 1. 
Junior Topic; Standing Alone for God. 
Lesson Material: 1 Kings 18 : 16-46. 
Memory Verse: Psalm 27: 3. 
lneemedione and Senior Topic: Standing for God Against the 
‘owd. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: The Courage of Conviction. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee ior printing in the lesson helps is 
VS. 30-39 
30 And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me; 
and all the people came near unto him. And he repaired 
the altar of Jehovah that was thrown down. 31 And Elijah 
took twelve stones, according to thé number of the tribes 
of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of Jehovah came, 
saying, Israel shall be thy name. 32 And with the stones he 
built an altar in the name of Jehovah; and he made a trench 
about the altar, as great as would contain ‘two measures 
of seed. 33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bul- 
lock in pieces, and laid it on the wood. And he said, Fill 
four jars with water, and pour it on the burnt-offering, and 
on the wood. 34 And he said, Do it the second time; and 
they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third 
time; and they did it the third time. 35 And the water ran 
round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with 
water. 36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering 
of the evening oblation, that Elijah the prophet came near, 
and said, O Jehovah, the God of Abraham, ef Isaac, and of 
Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, 
and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these 
things at thy word. 37 Hear me, O Jehovah, hear me, that 
this people may know that thou, Jehovah, art God, ? and 
that thou hast turned their heart back again. 38 Then 
the fire of Jehovah fell, and consumed the byrnt-offering, 
and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up 
the water that was in the trench. 38 And when all the 
people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, 

Jehovah, he is God; Jehovah, he is God. 


‘Or, a two-seah measure. 2Or, for thou didst turn 
their heart backward. 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








the law. It consists of sixty or sometimes sixty- 
three tracts. It was collected and edited toward the 
end of the second century after Christ. 


Verse 33.—/n order. Note the emphasis on the 
details of Elijah’s preparations for the sacrifice. The 
narrative conveys the impression that he was acting 
throughout in closest accord with the regulations laid 
down (Lev. 1:6, 8, and others). 


Verse 36.—At the time of the offering. This is 
another indication that Elijah was strictly following 
the directions given in Leviticus. These indications 
also go to show that Elijah nourished his own soul 
on the word of God already given. And if he did 
sO we may be pretty sure that the other prophets 
did the same. \At thy word. This is the first refer- 
ence that is made in the narrative to God’s instruc- 
tions given to his servant. Apart from specific in- 
structions Elijah’s action would have been presump- 





Standing With God 


By Amos R. Wells 


HERE grand Elijah bravely stood, men saw 

the might of fortitude, the power of human 
faith to win God?’s aid in fighting human sin. The 
sky that seemed a dome of brass opened to let 
God’s glory pass, and out of holy heaven fell a fire 
that slew the force of hell. Oh, justice of the 
Infinite, what conquering flame thy passion lit! 
Oh, splendor of Jehovah’s law, what vindication 
Carmel saw! And oh, the strength of heavenly 
grace empowering one of mortal race, till all the 
might of Satan’s clan was mastered by a single 
man! Amid the turmoil of today, where devils 
rage and heroes pray, in all the desperate struggle 
still we gaze upon that ancient hill and see the 
awful fire of God flash on his foes a flaming rod. 
Still with Elijah we are sure God stands with him 
whose heart is pure, God’s wrath is infinitely 
strong to crush the ranging ranks of wrong, and 
one, with God, can overcome the might of modern 

heathendom ! 











Elijah conveyed in a manner that left no doubt in 
his mind that it was from God. It is highly probable 
from the emphasis on the observance of the law 
which we have already noted that the commands came 
to him couched in the familiar language of the Penta- 
teuch. In just such fashion did the Father make 
known his will to his beloved Son when he was on 
earth. And the principle is a very important one for 
every Christian to establish for himself. God’s pri- 
mary way of making known his will to us is through 
his Word. 


A Lesson Outline 
1. The king. Paralyzed. Helpless. 
2. The crowd. Fickle. Excitable. 


3. The prophets of Baal. 
Defeated. 


4. Elijah, One against many. One with God. His 
prayer. His clearly understood purpose. His love for 
ran ng to bring them back to God even at risk 
o his life. , 


Golden Topics 


1. “The fear of man bringeth a snare; but whoso 
putteth his trust in Jehovah shall be safe” (Prov. 
29:25). Elijah escaped the fear of man because of 
his deep consciousness of the presence of God. The 
characteristic words that describe his life are “Je- 
hovah, the God of Israel, liveth, before whom I stand” 
(1 Kings 17:1). He was so sure of God that he 
feared nothing. This is the secret of all true brav- 
ery. Courage is not necessarily unconsciousness of 
danger, but rather looking danger in the face to en- 
dure it in spite of its menace. Elijah’s courage was 
born of faith. Through faith he subdued a rebellious, 
hostile kingdom (‘Heb. 11: 33). 

2. Another characteristic of Elijah’s life was 
prayer. This is especially singled out by the Holy 
Ghost for mention (Jas. 5:17). 

3. We_ have already observed instances which 
showed how Elijah nourished his soul on the word 
of God (see. verse 36 under “Verse by Verse”). 


ng can be no virile Christian manhood without 
this. 


The Practical Aim 


To get the pupils to see that the Christian need 
not be a milksop. If he is there is something wrong 
with his Christianity: Many a boy and girl dreads 
the ridicule that open confession of the Lord Jesus 
would bring upon them. God knows all about our 
weaknesses. “Let the weak say, I am strong” (Joel 
3:10). Best of all, “they that wait for Jehovah shall 
renew their strength” (Isa. 40: 31). 


Final Word 


Fight the good fight with all thy might; 
Christ is thy Strength, and Christ thy Right: 
Lay hold on life, and it shall be 

Thy joy and crown eternally. 


—j. S. B. Monsell. 


Guilty. 
Ignorant. 
Deluded. Degraded. 


TunsRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variet , stimulus, and search- 
ing character. hey are written ty several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


F WHAT tribe was Elijah, probably? 
2. What are we told of his personal appearance? 


3. What was the unfailing effect of his personality upon 
others? 


_ 4. What forms of idol worship were prevalent in Israel 
in Ahab’s time? 


5. How many “troublers of Israel’ are revealed in the 
chapter? 


6. Who else had called Israel to choose between Jehovah 
and the gods of the heathen? 
7. How many prophets were ranged against Elijah? 


8. How do we know that Elijah did not tempt God by 
such a proposal as this? 


9. What quantity is represented by the “two measures 
of seed” in verse 32? 


to. Why did Elijah pour twelve barrels of water over the 
sacrifice instead of some other number? 


11, Where do you suppose Elijah got his twelve “barrels” 
of water with which to:drench his altar before his prayer 
for fire from heaven, in a time of universal drought? 


12, How do you account for God’s permitting Elijah to 
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slaughter 450 prophets of Baal without giving them an- 
other chance after they had witnessed his power? 


13. How do we know if God is willing to be tested 
by his servants today? Answer with at least two passages 
of Scripture. 


14. Beforé we can put God to the test, what test must 
wé put to ourselves? 

15. What vital principle in effective prayer was demon- 
strated by Elijah on Carmel? 

16 Here is a standard test for our own prayers; how 
should we employ it? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the Jesson questions of the. preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF Comparison.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and thus detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 











Ne Elijah’s appearance upon Carmel he 
appeared to Ahab, the wicked king of Israel, who 
called him the troubler of Israel. But the prophet 
showed that the real troubler of Israel was not the 
prophet who was calling her back to God but the 
king who had led her away from God. In some 
classes it may be possible to follow out the strong 
contrast between the true God and the false god 
Baal. rie 
Elijah and the prophets of Baal are alike in that 
they both recognize and worship by sacrifice a sup- 
posed divine being, but they differ significantly in 
the nature of the being they worship, and indeed in 
the reality of the supposed deity. A very significant 
difference exists in the numbers present for the ap- 
parently unequal contest’ proposed by Elijah — eight 
hundred and fifty prophets to one. They agree to a 
test that is the same for each, except that in his as- 
surance of faith Elijah gave by far the larger por- 
tion of the time to his opponents, and then made the 
test harder for himself than had been pr posed by 
pouring upon the sacrifice and the wood as many bar- 
rels of water as he had taken stones to build the altar, 
thus recognizing all the sons of Israel whose God 
he was about to implore, and ignoring the division 
that sin had brought to the kingdom. No more dra- 
matic contrast could be conceived than that between 
the frenzy of the priests of Baal as they called upon 
their god and the calm deliberation of Elijah as he 
prepared this hard test for himself, unless it be the 
contrast between the silence that greeted the frantic 
cries of the many and the leap of the consuming fire 
which fell at the prayer of the lone prophet, who 
reveals in his plea that what he did was not at his 
own bidding but at the direction of his God. : 

Other comparisons may be suggested by the entire 
proceeding, as when Joshua called upon his people to 
choose whom they would serve. 

HuntTInopon, Pa. 


‘The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Companion Pictures.”—Let it be known this day 
that thou art God in Israel, ... and that I have done 
all these things at thy word (v. 36). About fifty 
years ago the proper thing in household decorations 
in America was to have “companion pictures.” One 
on one side of the window or mantel and another 
much like it on the other side. The picture dealer 
would take great pains in sorting out prints that 
would “go together.” Artists would work along the 
same line. Those were the days when America, while 
short on art, was long on frames. “You Americans 
can’t make good pictures,” sneered the Frenchman. 
“No,” said the American, “but you just ought to 
come over and see our frames!” I have one hang- 
ing over me as I write, of gold, red velvet, black 
enamel, and a wonderful arabesque design. If the 
“companion picture” style ever comes back and I am 
painting at the time (!), I have a pair of pictures 
to hang on each side of the desk in the Sunday-school 
room. One of them is “Moses on Mt. Sinai” and 
the other is “Elijah on Mt. Carmel.” It will also 
be remembered in this connection (and you can hang 
Raphael’s great picture on the opposite wall) that 
it was Moses and Elijah. who came to join Jesus 
upon that other mount we call “the Mount of Trans- 
figuration.” There is nothing more important today 
than that the world may know that Jehovah is “God 
in Israel.” Europe made the mistake a few years 
ago in thinking the dollar was God in Israel. It 
was then the world found out that America was not 
“dollar mad” and “too proud to fight.” It was then 
that General Pershing could go up to Lafayette’s 
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efigy with two million young Americans, some the 
product of Sunday-school and church, and say, “La- 
fayette, we are here.” And the good old American 
dollar —all the world wanted it—still carries the 
slogan, “In God We Trust.” And so all the world 
knows who is “God in Israel.” 


The Homeopathy of Mt. Carmel.—Take . the 
prophets of Baal; ... And they took them; ... and 
slew them (v. 40). The world has come a long way, 
as far as years and human values are concerned, since 
that Mt. Carmel day. Consequently this priestly 
slaughter house scene seems “perfectly awful” — 
until you stop a minute to consider just what this 
Baal worship really was. No, you cannot be told, 
not. even in print. All that can be said is that any 
cult that would undertake the same practices in this 
modern civilized day would meet with the same fate. 
The living sacrifice of little children was one of the 
cheerful practices.. Burning them alive in the idol’s 
red hot hand, for example. Licentiousness to the uth 
power was one of the Devil-designed attractions of 
the “worship.” That Aaronic calf dance down there 
at Sinai gives you a little peep mto the religion that 
cut loose, just for an instant, from God (Exod. 32: 
25). If you have access to Dan Crawford’s “Think- 
ing Black” and “Back to the Long Grass,” you will 
get a little insight into what happens when “Baal” 
takes the place of God with the sin-wrecked human 
race. Always remember Baalism is death and al- 
ways has been death. I think we shall have to put Eti- 
jah down as the first homeopath! He cures death 
with death, let’s see, what is the phrase, similia 
similibus curantur, the Latin for “like things are 
cured by like.” God has all sorts of ways to handle 
ecclesiastical wickedness. He does not always resort 
to cold steel surgery. But alas for the man who leads 
people astray! Heaven says it is better for him to 
be drowned in the depth of the sea (Matt. 18:6). 
The most dangerous business in all the world is not 
working in a powder mill or dynamite factory or a 
fireworks plant, but working in a faith-killing slaugh- 
ter house. The writer of this “Corner” has known 
some of the religion butchers, but he cannot remem- 
ber a single one in whose heart were joyous songs 
and in whose life was a happy ending. And many 
a reader will cry, “The same here!” 


The Music of the Rain.—There is the sound of 
abundance of rain (v. 41). One day down at Atlan- 
tic City, old Aunt Betsy, the twin six, got to balk- 
ing and acting badly. We hopped her around to the 
Packard garage and one of the experts laid himself 
down on the hood and listened while Chester ran the 
car around the square. “So-and-so is what is wrong,” 
said the garage man. “How can you tell what goes on 
inside by just lying along the hood?” I asked. “When 
you are in the house how do you know it is raining 
outdoors?” replied the man, with a grin. “I got ya 
— go to it and make her right,” was the order. And 
he did, and his ear diagnosis proved right. You don’t 
have to open up an engine or a man to know what 


-is wrong if you know engines and men. We all know 


what it is to lie snug and cozy in bed these autumn 
nights and early mornings and hear the music of 
the sound of “abundance of rain’ What is that 
poem about “the patter of the rain upon the roof”? 
Yes, rain is music, when you are inside, but in all 
the world’s history of rain no rain music has ever 
sounded so sweet as that day when Jupiter Pluvius 
sang his song to parched and burnt-up Israel. There 
is as much joy in a nation when it is born again as 
in an individual. They had just witnessed the won- 
derful manifestation of the power of God in the de- 
scent of the fire. They had just seen the destruction 
of their false leaders. They had just turned back to 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and with 
their repentance came the new life and the evidence 
of restored divine favor in the music of the abundance 
of rain. This is what always happens when wander- 
ing ones come back home to God. 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 








Lesson Calendar e 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. October 2.—Elijah on Mount Carmel ........ 1 Ki 18 
2. October 9.—Elijah Hears God’s Voice ....... I Tags 19 
3. October 16.—Elijah in Naboth’s Vineyard ..... 1 Kings 21 
4: 


October 23.—The Call of the Prophet 
1 Kings 19:19, 20§ Amos 7: 10-15; Isaiah 6:1-8 
- October 30.—Amos Denonnces Sin. 
(World’s Temperance Sunday) ...... Amos 2:4 to 3:15 
. November 6.—Amos Pleads for Justice ...Amos 5 and 7 
. November 13.—Hosea Preaches God’s Love 
Hosea 6, 11, and 14 
November 20.—Micah Champions the Oppressed 
Micah 2, 3. 6, and 7: 1-6 
9. November 27.—Isaiah Teaches True Worship 
Isaiah 1 : 1-20 
10. December 4.—Isaiah Teaches Right Living 
Isaiah 3:1 to §:30 
11, December 11.—Isaiah Covnsels Rulers 
Isaiah 7, 31, 36, and 37 
12, December 18.—Review: The Early Prophets of Israel 
13. December 25.—Christmas Lesson ........... Luke 2: 1-20 
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The Mlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

= and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance ef the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
po ny text indicated in the lesson list after the 
wor: + t.”” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


Entertaining the Idols.—O Baal, hear us (v. 26). 
It is extraordinary how great is the advance of West- 
ern civilization in Japan, though superstition and 
“ripe old customs” still die hard! A report in a 
Japanese newspaper of recent date tells of the au- 
thorities installing a receiving set and loud speaker 
in their most up-to-date temples! It is believed that 
such will entertain the idols, and keep them in “favor- 
able spirit.” Like these images, which, having ears, 
hear not a single sound, so indeed are all those who 
refuse to listen to God’s broadcasted invitation of 
mercy and grace—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Do People Know Who Our Father Is?—Thai 
this people may know that thou, Jehovah, art God 
(v. 37). The son of a wealthy manufacturer, hav- 
ing acquired some knowledge of his father’s business, 
left his home for a distant city, determined to win 
a place for himself in the business world. For months 
his pride kept him from acknowledging to his father 
that all his efforts had resulted in failure. But one 
day he chanced to overhear the following dialogue 
between two of his associates: ‘Do you suppose it 
is true that F—— is the son of Mr. F——, the mil- 
lionaire?” ‘No; wouldn’t he own up to it if he were! 
And wouldn’t his father help him to make good?” 
A few days later the father rectived a letter: “Dear 
Dad, Everybody here has: found out that I’m no 
good. No matter about that, but I am ready to tell 
them that I’ve got the best dad in the country. Please 
tell me what you would like to have me do.” The 
answer was a promise of the capital needed for es- 
tablishing a manufacturing plant, plus the benefit of 
the father’s brains and business ability just as far 
as his son desired to use them. No danger that that 
young man’s acquaintances would have any further 
doubt of his father’s resources.—From the experience 
of a personal friend. Sent by Eleanor L. Griffith, 
Rockland, Me. 


Prevailing Prayer.—Hear me, O Jehovah ... the 
fire... fell (vs. 37, 38). Such a short prayer. “The 
greatest prayer I.have ever known was in the Gospel 
Tabernacle, New York City, at the yearly offering 
for missionary work. Pastor Simpson asked another 
pastor on the platform to offer a short prayer pre- 
vious to taking the offering. The brother kneeled 
and was silent for some time, the audience wonder- 
ing what was wrong. At last a sigh, a groan, a cry 
—that was all. He arose, and the packed audience 
was in tears. The offering was over $70,000.” That 
was prevailing prayer.—From The Alliance Weekly. 
Sent by Laura A. Ellison, Topsfield, Mass. 


When God Acted.—And when all the people saw 
it, they fell on their faces: and they said, Jehovah, 
he is God; Jehovah, he is God (v. 39). William 
Hague Wood turned infidel recently. He attended 
a revival meeting several nights at High Shoals and 
ran an opposition meeting outside the church. He 
made mighty addresses and declared that the preach- 
ers were talking nonsense. He said they were frauds 
and were deceiving the people. On Sunday his tongue 
was paralyzed while he was making a speech ridicul- 
ing the church. This frightened his hearers, who 
broke for the church. At night Wood attended the 
meeting and handed up the following note to the 
preacher in charge: “I now believe that there is a 
hell and that I am doomed for it. Pray for me.” 
There was a great sensation in the congregation, and 
in less than five minutes the altar would not accom- 
modate half the. mourners—From The Pentecostal 
Evangel. Sent by William D. Combs, Oneida, N. Y. 


Pursued by the. Choice.—Choose you this day 
whom ye will serve (Golden Text). The Rev. T. E 
Ruth, of Sydney, Australia, relates that when just 
in his teens he went to a church where the curate 
preached on the text “Choose you this day whom ye 
will serve.” The sermon made him thoroughly dis- 
gusted with himself, and annoyed with the curate. 
He resolved in the afternoon to avoid that curate, and 
went to another church. But to his surprise the same 
curate ascended the pulpit. and preached the same 
sermon. At night he went-to a third place of wor- 
ship, but the preacher proved to be the same curate, 
and his text was “Choose you this day whom ye will 
serve.” “It was too much for me,” said Mr. Ruth. 








332 * 


“That night I surrendered to the love 
that had sought me in three places.”— 
From the Christian Herald. Sent by J. 
A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


Trusting One Resource.—Choose you 
this day whom ye will serve (Golden 
Text). There is a pathetic inscription 
in one of our churches over a little child, 
whose fair image is left us by the pencil 
of Reynolds: “Her parents put all their 
wealth in one vessel, and the shipwreck 
was total.” It is madness to trust but 
one refuge, unless that refuge is the only 
God.—From the Sunday Circle. Sent by 
Miss G. B. Dowen, Kingston Hill, Sur- 
rey, Eng. 


Saved at Two O’Clock.—Choose you 
this day whom ye will serve (Golden 
Text). An evangelist writes me that 
when he was praying with an inquirer, 
and trying to lead him to Jesus, he was 
much helped by a workingman coming 
in, and kneeling down by his side, and 
saying, “Lord, save this poor soul, even 
as thou didst save me at two o'clock this 
morning.” Afterward the evangelist 
asked him how he came to use such an 
expression. “Well,” said the man, I 
was saved there; just as the clock struck 
two I found the Saviour, and I always 
like to tell when a thing happens.” Some- 
how or other that “two o'clock in the 
morning” helped the inquirer mightily ; 
it put such reality into the transaction. 
He thought, “If this man knows he was 
saved at two o'clock in the morn- 
ing, why should I not be saved now, at 
eight o'clock in the evening?”—From 
The Record of Christian Work. Sent 
by Miss H. J. McCay, Ballston Spa, 

Za 


No Such Promise.—Choose you this 
day whom ye will serve (Golden Text). 
God has promised forgiveness to your 
repentance; but he has not promised to- 
morrow to your procrastination —From 
The Pentecostal Evangel. Sent by Mrs. 
W. H. Sim, Holstein, Ont. 


Ten Years Ago.—Choose you this day 
whom ye will serve (Golden Text). I 
shall never forget one morning in a city 
where I was pastor, that they brought 
a broken man on a stretcher, laid him 
on his bed, and sent for me. The good 
old physician quietly examined him, and 
then, looking at me, he shook his head. 
I knelt down beside my friend and par- 
ishioner, and said, “My dear fellow, is 
it all right? Can you trust Him?” He 
looked up with a smile, and said, “Oh, 
yes; I got ready for this ten years ago.” 
Then brokenly he managed to tell me 
how in a revival meeting one night the 
preacher said, “My friend, some day you 
may be carried home to your wife, un- 
able to get ready in a hurry. Get ready 
tonight.” And he got ready—From The 
Dawn. Sent by Miss J. B. James, To- 
ronto, Can. 


Which Crown Will You Have?— 
Choose you this day whom ye will serve 
(Golden Text). An evangelist gave me 
this secret of his life. When he was 
a very young Christian he heard an aged 
minister relate this legend. An angel 
was talking with an old Christian worker 
and going into an inner vault came back 
with a crown of incomparable beauty 
blazing with diamonds. “This,” the an- 
gel said, “was the crown I designed for 
you when you were a youth but you re- 
fused to surrender yourself completely 
to God; and it is gone.” Returning to 
the vault he came out with another 
crown still beautiful but plainer and 
with far fewer jewels. “This was the 
crown I designed for your middle age,” 
said the angel, “but you gave that age 
to a luxurious, indolent discipleship; and 
it is gone.” He then brought out one more 
crown, a plain gold circlet. “Here,” said 
the angel, “is the crown for your old age. 
This is yours for all eternity.” The 
young man, deeply impressed, went home 
and placing his finger on a chance verse 
besought God to speak to him through 
it. This was the verse: “Behold, I 
come quickly: hold that fast which thou 
hast, that no man take thy crown”; and 
he made a total surrender of his life— 
From D. M. Panton. Sent by L. Q. 
James, Toronto, Can. 
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Which Side?—Choose you this day 
whom ye will serve (Golden Text). 
“There are two sides to every question,” 
proclaimed the sage. “Yes,” said the fool, 
“and there are two sides toa sheet of fly- 
paper; but it makes a difference to the 
fly which side he chooses.”—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D., Utica, N. Y. 


How Long May We Safely Wait?— 
This day (Golden Text). A_ student 
came to a Scotch professor asking him 
how long he might safely put off decision 
for Christ. “Until the day before your 
death,” was the strange reply. “But I 
cannot tell when I shall die,” objected 
the youth. “True,” replied the profes- 
sor, “then decide now.’—From Quiver. 
Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, Kingston Hill, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Davie and His Friend.—Choose you 
this day whom ye will serve (Golden 
Text). On the day in 1874 that David 
Livingstone was buried in Westminster 
Abbey, the streets of London were lined 
with thousands seeking to pay respect to 
the memory of the pioneer missionary. 
In the crowd was noticed a poor, old 
man, unkempt, poorly clad, weeping bit- 
terly. Some one went up and asked him 
why he was weeping when all were seek- 
ing to honor the illustrious dead. “I'll 
tell you why,” the sad old man replied, 
“Davie [Livingstone] and I were born 
in the same village, brought up in the 
day school and Sunday-school, worked 
together at the same loom. But, Davie 
went that way and I went this; now he 
is honored by the nation, and I am ne- 
glected, unknown, and dishonored. I 
have nothing to look forward to but a 
drunkard’s grave.” The choice comes to 
each one, and that choice determines the 
course of his life in time as well as his 
destiny in eternity—From the Gospel 
Herald. Sent by Helen Palmer, Brook- 
lyn, N.Y. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we rejoice that power is with thee for every 
need. Why should we fear when thou art 
offering to us the strength, the courage, the 
confidence that can make us bold and vic- 
torious in the face of thine enemies and ours? 
Give us, we pray, the daring faith of Elijah, 
his complete confidence in thy power, his as- 
surance of victory in thy name. May we 




















FAITH’S PRAYER-GROUND 


Laughs at impossibilities, 
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be ready to stand alone with God against 
the crowd if need be, to be instruments ready 
for his use in crisis times, as well as in 
the life of every day. In the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—How far would 
you dare to trust God? Come now, let 
that question sink in. Elijah was ready 
to give the enemies of God every ad- 
vantage. He made his own part of the 
conflict as hard as he could, to show 
in the end the power of Jehovah. What 
about ourselves, when God has brought 
us face to face with a big problem,—a 
hard job? Do we wish we had better 
brains, better tools, a better “chance,” 
as we call it? Oh, but the great thing 
is to trust God daringly, not doubtfully! 
He is the worker, his the power. How 
easily we forget that! And he is al- 
ways so ready to answer our prayer, so 
ready to answer abundantly! In Mr. J. 
'H. Smeeton’s room in the Algiers Mis- 
sion Band headquarters are these words 
on the wall: “Not somehow, but tri- 
umphantly.” Yes, that is God’s way with 
his servants. Oh, let us trust him! Let 
us pray. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Elijah’s God Still Lives.” 

“Faith is the Victory.” 

“O God, Our Help in Ages Past.” 
“Dare to Be a Daniel.” 

“Choose Now.” 

“Don’t Stop Praying.” 
“Pentecostal Power.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“Unto Thy Name Give Glory” (226 : 1-3). 
Psalm 115 : 1-9. 
“His Arms of Love” (57 : 1-3). 
Psalm 27 : 1-5, 11-14. 
“Holy is Our Lord” (199 : 1-3). 
Psalm 99 : 1-5, 9. 
“My Saviour Thou Art” (149 : 1-3). 
Psalm 70 : 1-5. 
“A Glorious Banner” (129 : 1-3). 
Psalm 60 : 1-5, 10-12. 
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faith,mighty faith,the 
promise sees, 
And looks to God alone; 


cries: 
‘TT SHALL BE DONE" 
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For Primary Teachers 


By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD from the twenty-fourth verse — 


of the twelfth chapter through the 
eighteenth chapter of 1 Kings. There 
are a few points in this long skip that 
you should try to fix in the minds of 
the children. They wil! recall the di- 
vision of the kingdom, when Rehoboam, 
David’s grandson, became king of Judah, 
and Jeroboam became the king of Is- 
rael, the northern kingdom. All the 
kings of Judah were David’s descend- 
ants, and lived at Jerusalem. Some of 
them were good men, and loved the true 
God, leading the people to worship him, 
too. 

But Jeroboam, the first king of the 
northern kingdom, made two _ golden 
calves, placing one at each end of his 
kingdom, and made the people of Is- 
rael sin by leading them to worship 
these idols. All the kings of Israel after 
him followed his bad example, and kept 
up his idolatry. The affairs of the 
northern kingdom went from bad to 
worse until Ahab became king, and we 
read that he “did evil in the sight of 
the Lord above all that were before 
him.” He married a cruel heathen wo- 
man, named Jezebel, who added the wor- 
ship of Baal to the idolatry that was 
already in the land. 

By following these wicked leaders, the 
people became very sinful, but still God 
loved them. So he sent them a prophet 
to call them back to the true God. This 
messenger was Elijah, and he loved the 
people very much and grieved over their 
sin. Elijah asked God to keep back the 
rain for a long time, so that the people 
might learn that Baal and the other 
idols could not send rain or help them 
in any way. God listened to Elijah's 
prayer, and for three and a half years 
there was no rain. The streams dried 
up, the grass died, and there were no 
crops of grain. Of course, all this caused 
hunger and thirst and suffering. Now 
God and Elijah did not like to ‘see the 
people suffer, but they knew that all 
these troubles were not half so bad as 
their sin and idolatry. And Elijah was 
willing to suffer with his people, if only 
~ hearts might be turned back to 


The children will love the story of 
the brook and the ravens. They will 
be interested also in hearing of the 
widow woman who lived in Jezebel’s 
country, and shared her home and food 
with Elijah. She was rewarded by hav- 
ing God multiply her meal and oil, so 
that she had plenty for her household 
all the time of the famine. God also 
raised her son to life in answer to. Eli- 
jah’s prayer, and she learned to believe 
in the true God. 

Before God sent rain, he had a con- 
test with Baal to show the people who 
the true God was. Elijah told Ahab to 
have the people and the heathen prophets 
to meet him on Mount Carmel. Elijah 
told the people that they should not go 
limping along, trying to serve God and 
Baal, too. He told them to choose be- 
tween God and Baal, and serve the one 
who was the true God. 

He had the people bring two bullocks. 
‘He let the prophets of Baal take one of 
the bullocks, and he took the other. He 
said that each sacrifice should be placed 
on an altar without fire, and that the 
God who should send fire to burn the 
sacrifice should be the true God. The 
people saw that this was a fair contest, 
and they agreed at once. 

The prophets of Baal put their sacri- 
fice on the altar early in. the morning, 
and began at once to call so pitifully, 
“O Baal, hear us!” But, of course, 
there was no answer, for Baal was noth- 
ing but a dumb idol. Then the prophets 
of Baal cut themselves and leaped upon 
the altar, but still there was no answer, 
and no fire fell upon their sacrifice. 

Then Elijah built again the altar of 
God that was broken down. He put wood 
upon the altar and placed the sacrifice 
on the wood. Then he had twelve jars 
of water poured -on the altar, so that 
the people might know that there -was 
no fire hidden under it. 

In a few words Elijah asked God to 
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Lesson for October 2 
1_Kings 18 


hear his prayer, that the people might 
know the true God. Then God sent the 
fire, and it burned the sacrifice, the wood, 
and even the stones of the altar, drying 
up the water that was in the trench 
around the altar. 

Then Elijah had the great joy of 
hearing the people say, “The Lord, he 
is the God; the Lord, he is the God.” 

Sing “Faith of Our Fathers.” 

Cirnton, S. C. 

- 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Standing for God against the crowd — 
in the world of a girl of today. 














S THERE a girl among yours who 

has “backbone” and ambition enough 
to want something hard to do for the 
Lord who loves and saves her? She 
may have the softest eyes and the gen- 
tlest voice in the crowd, and probably 
would not admit, before the others at 
least, that she had any such deep-rooted 
desire, but if you know your girls you 
can detect that hidden strength which 
early marks such a one for high ends. 





(Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


| By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 


ELAVAH ON TCARMEL 
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Such a girl will ‘read a life of Wilfred 
Grenfell or Robert Morrison, and 
though she may not say much her eyes 
will shine when she returns the book 
or discusses it with you. Such a girl 
will listen just as eagerly to this old, 
old story of that fearless old ‘“God’s 
man,” Elijah, and of his stand against 
the crowd in the face of direst personal 
danger. (Did you know that Elijah 
means “My God is Jehovah’? How 
splendidly Elijah lived up to his name, 
in contrast to the wretched failure of 
others we have studied — Rehoboam, for 
example. ) 

But the story of Elijah’s stand against 
the crowd of king and court, almost the 
whole nation it seemed to him, as well as 
those hundreds of foreign priests, is so 
spectacular a stand that it carries its 
own thrill with it, and your girls are 
likely to think it just that — “thrilling.” 
They are sure they would have done 
just as Elijah did, that they would have 
enjoyed a sudden dramatic appearance in 
Ahab’s court, hurling threat of punish- 
ment and charge of sin in his face, hid- 
ing from him (part of the time in his 
queen’s very own territory, where she 
would never drearf he would dare to be), 
reappearing and daring him to a great 
open contest in a setting not surpassed 
for effectiveness by any movie of today! 
Oh, they would all have been Elijahs, in 
his time and place —they think. 

After such a telling of his story bring 
them right down to their own time and 
place, and help them to see whether they 
do dare to be “God’s girls,” here and 
now, as Elijah was God’s man then. 
Teacher, this will call for all your cour- 
age, like Elijah’s very own, as well as 
the gentleness of his successor, Elisha. 
You cannot help your girls to stand 
against the crowd unless you stand there 
with them, and love them hard in this 
hard place. For indeed there are no 
thrills in most of the ways your girls 
will find open before them, when they 
must choose to stand alone against the 
gay young crowd of their own mates in 
ways that will bring only light laugh- 
ter, or open scorn, perhaps loneliness and 
secret tears, instead of fire from Heaven 
and a great thunderstorm. 

What are some of your girls’ ways of 
standing with Elijah? Do they “go with 
the crowd” on Sunday joy-rides and 
parties? Do they “pet” because “none 
of the boys will like us, if we don’t’? 
Do they drink from the pocket flasks 
to be “kept up” for the all-night party? 
Do they play at anything till night is near 
day, away from home and home’s watch- 
care? Do they gamble for the petty 
prizes that “make the game so much 
more fun”? Do they let God’s name slip 
over their lips in laughter or anger — 
or other words that soil and stain? Do 
they cheat in school tests, because “all 
the rest .do and get by with it’? Do 
they dress without regard to father’s 
burdens or brother’s moral welfare, be- 
cause they must be “just like all the 
other girls’? Do they so plan their lives 
that home comes first, even when this 
loses them a “date” or a party now and 
then? Oh, there are ways and ways to 
stand for God and righteousness against 
the crowd, but they are none of them 
easy or thrilling ways. Are they feady 
for such standing? God needs such girls 
today as much as he needed Elijah in 
Ahab’s day. The stand may not be 
thrilling but the end will be joy — abid- 
ing joy, like his Son’s, who came to do 
his Father’s will, not his own. 


Home Study 
How many names can you list of 
those who stood against a crowd for 
God,— from Bible records? 
Decatur, Ga, 


Striking and helpful tracts on Temper- 
ance are “Science’s Exposure of Alco- 
hol’s Frauds,” by Matthew Woods, M.D. 
(60 cents a dozen, $4.50 a hundred, or 6 
cents each), and “The Boy in the Bible 
and Another Boy” (a temperance service 
in song and story), by Zillah Foster 
Stevens (50 cents a dozen, $4 a hundred, 
or 5 cents each). They may be had from 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
Philadelphia. 





Say ° Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Fire and Water. 

Discussion: In what ways may God be 
tested today by his servants to convince 
a doubting world? How must the test 
be first applied to ourselves? 

Objective: Fully yielded; fully used, 











AY, fellows, Elijah might_well be 

called the Prophet of Fire and 
Water. These two elements figured in 
his exploits throughout his career. Fire 
and water are the two most powerful 
forces of nature; they are at once the 
most destructive and most useful. They 
have ever been prime factors in the ad- 
vance of civilization; yet frequently they 
have turned upon humanity in their rage 
and wiped out lives by the thousands. 
In God’s written scheme, fire is a sym- 
bol of the Holy Spirit. It is the most 
magnificent expression of power. 
Tongues of fire descended upon the dis- 
ciples at Pentecost. A coal from off 
the altar set Isaiah’s lips on fire for God, 
and the hearts of two disciples burned 
within them on the way to Emmaus as 
Jesus walked beside them and talked 


with them. God spoke to Moses from 


the burning bush, and every sacrifice 
had to be purged with fire. God himself 
is called “a consuming fire” in both the 
Old and New Testaments. . 

Water is a symbol of life. Without 
water nothing can live. Our very bodies 
are composed seven-eights of water. 
Jesus told the woman at the well he 
could give her the “living water.” Ezek- 
iel, Zechariah, and John (in Revelation) 
tell us of the river of life flowing out 
from the throne of God. The First 
Psalm pictures the man who loves God’s 
law as a tree planted by the rivers of 
water, living, blooming, fruiting, and 
prospering. ’ 

So, fellows, when you see how Eli- 
jah was permitted of God to deal so 
amazingly with fire and water, you are 
not surprised that he could order kings 
around as he did Ahab and Azariah and 
Joram. 

Great Elijah! Great, because used of 
God. Great, because usable. His first 
miracle was to command a drought — 
withdrawing the showers for three years 
and a half. The heavens were like brass, 
and the sun parched the earth. Next, 
he called down fire from heaven to con- 
sume the sacrifice on Carmel; then 
called for the rain which quenched the 
thirst of the suffering land. Again, we 
see him calling down fire from heaven 
upon fifty policemen come to arrest him, 
followed by a similar fate to a second 
fifty. And yet another water miracle 
when he parts the waters of the Jordan 
to cross over on the other ‘side, where 
finally he takes his departure for Heaven 
in a whirlwind, a chariot of flame drawn 
by horses of fire appearing. These were 
the manifestations by which God spoke 
to Israel and her kings through his cour- 
ageous servant Elijah. 

Fellows, it was from the little hamlet of 
Tishbeh in the land of Napthali that this 
giant of faith came out. We know very 
little of Tishbeh, but we know it was 
very small. Doubtless Elijah was brought 
up in a small home, with limited_advan- 
tages. But it did not matter. His God 
was not limited—and that mattered a 
lot. When the limitless God discovers 
a limited young man who trusts him im- 
plicitly, he can work wonders with him. 
He can trust such a young man with 
those great resources he has created, 
such as fire and water. So it was with 
Elijah. So it may be with you if you 
can trust God enough to yield your life 
absolutely to him. You will not use de- 
structive fire, but you will carry a torch 
that will set men’s hearts aflame with 
love for your Master. You will not 
make rain to fall nor part the rivers 
with your coat; but you will drink that 
“living water” from the hand of your 
Saviour and you will be as a tree planted 
by. the river whose leaf shall not wither 
and whose fruit shall be delicious. 

God does things in a big way. All his 
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wonderful promises will flow through 
your life in fulfillment to bless the world, 
— are willing to trust him and do his 
will, 


GREENSBORO, N, C, 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of September 25) 
1, The transition from judges to kings. 


2. Samuel had unwisely made his own sons 
judges of the people. The people said they 
were not like Samuel, and they wanted a 
king that they might “be like all the na- 
tions,” 

3. In the power of God’s Spirit, and in 
great victory over the nation’s enemies. 

4. By his self-will, and continued disobedi- 
ence, he drove the Holy Spirit from his 
heart, and an evil spirit troubled him, and 
ied him to do many foolish, wicked things. 

s. He always worshiped the true God; and 
when he grieved the Holy Spirit by sin, he 
humbly repented and prayed earnestly that 
the Holy Spirit might not be taken from 
him, 

6. David was anointed in the home of his 
father instead of in the prophet’s city. Saul 
knew at once from Samuel the reason of 
his own anointing, David probably did not. 


7. David was ready in his repentance, Solo- 
man seems not to have repented. 

8. By his great wisdom, splendor, and glory; 
and by his great folly, failure, and sin. 


9. Two things were threatening havoc and 
finally wrought it,—the introduction of 
heathen worship and the oppressive taxes 
assessed to meet the luxurious standards of 
the royal household. 


10. David united the kingdom, Rehoboam 
was responsible for dividing it. Solomon 
sought wisdom of the Lord as a young king, 
Rehoboam of the young men. 


11. Only Samuel has that “white flower of 
au blameless life.’ 

12, Was it not this same godly judge and 
prophet, who led his people out of the rap- 
idly increasing idolatry that was sweeping 
in on them from their neighbors, who welded 
them into a nation rather than a group of 
tribes, and who established the worship of 
the true God in its first (Mosaic) and God- 
given form? Were not these things better 
and more lasting for good in the life of that 
nation than David’s military victories or 
Solomon’s accumulation of wealth and intro- 
duction of luxuries? Even the capturing of 
Jerusalem and the building of the Temple 
were not so vital to the nation’s real good 
as the revealing of God’s will and word, which 
was Samuel’s lifelong privilege, and the es- 
tablishing of the worship for which the Tem- 
ple was but the shell. 

13. Would not most of us answer, “David” 
— whose gift of song has preserved for us 
the very depths of his soul, both in its 
sin and sorrow and in its exultation in God? 
His Psalms have proved far more lasting 
in the religious life of the world than his 
son’s magnificent house of worship. Things 
of the Spirit outlast the finest of material 
things. c 

14. Are not Jonathan, the son of Saul, and 
Nathan, the prophet deserving of that praise? 


15. David and Solomon. 

16, Saul. 

17. David, Samuel, Nathan. 
18, Goliath and Rehoboam. 
19. David and Jonathan, 





Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Like many others 
who write to you, I am an orphan. I have 
done innumerable things for which I am 
sorry, but I feel that God has forgiven me 
as he promised he would. I feel that God 
wants me to enter Moody this fall, but I 
have such a little bit of money, and there 
is no one to give me any or lend me any. 
I am an excellent stenographer, but I can’t 
see how I can ever pay my way through, and 
I’m scared to try it for fear I’ll use up the 
little bit of money I have and be forced to 
drop out for lack of funds. Still, I feel that 
God wants me to go. 

Will you and your readers pray for me? 
















































pose eee 



















554 * 


. — 
™ ~ 






STO 


ELL our Premier Christmas Greet- 


on 


ing Card Box Assortment, containing 21 

beautiful cards, Steel Engraved, lined en- 
velopes with designs and appropriate Christmas verses, 
Cards of this kind sell in stores for 10c and 15c each, 
Packed in beautiful box which sells at sight. Cost to 
you 50c; sells for $1.00. Sell from sample box. Our 
Christmas Greeting Card Club Plan tells how to 
It is enclosed in each sample 
With every 25 boxes sample box FREE. 
SUPPLY LIMITED—ACT NOW! Sample Box, 60c. ~ 


GILLMORE BROS., Publishers, Reading, Pa. 


raise funds easily, 


box. 


Se a 






THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


~ —_ 
LS 































In The Sunday School Times 
She Finds the Answer 


One of our readers writes— 


“When I am depressed spiritually, 
I turn to the first page and find con- 
solation through it. 


“When I am perplexed mentally, I 
turn to the second and third pages and 
I find the matter already settled. 


“When I am in difficulties about 
material for my Sunday-school class, I 
find the full exposition of the lesson, 
and my difficulties vanish instantly.” 


Wouldn’t some of your friends be 
glad to know more about this com- 
prehensive religious weekly ? 


Perhaps they are Sunday-school 
teachers, perhaps interested in Sunday- 
school management, or perhaps they 
are Bible students or pastors. 


For every one of these The Sunday 
School Times meets a definite need. 


Af you will send us the names of 
such friends we will gladly send them 
a few specimen copies of the paper, 
and our new prospectus, that contains 
the testimonial quoted above, and 
gives a glimpse of what The Sunday 
School Times offers its readers in the 
weeks to come, : 


Circulation Department 
The Sunday School Times Company 
323 N. 13th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


TEMPTATION 


WHAT IT IS, AND 
HOW TO MEET IT 


&y Philip E. Howard 
CONTENTS 

What is Temptation? 
The Peril of Careless Thinking 
The Folly of “Just This Once” 
Running Past the Signals 
Meeting the Unexpected Test 
The Middle-Life Test 
Down—and Out? 
When Tempted to Doubt 
Shall We Welcome Temptation ? 
The Way Out 








Do you know if it is hard to work one’s 
way through Moody? Would the instructors 
hold it against me that I have backslid? I 
am keenly conscious of my sin and truly 
want the Lord to do with me as he will, 
when he will, and hcw he will. Even while 
I pray, I have a scared feeling about not be- 
ing able to complete Moody. Can you help 


me? 

EAR FRIEND: Yes, your sins are 
all blotted out, according to Isaiah 44: 
22. We are bought with a price, and 
that price is the blood of Jesus our Sav- 
iour. So we can rejoice in that our sins 
are forgiven and forgotten. That you 
are an orphan only means that your 
heavenly Father has the greater care for 
you, and the greater responsibility for 
your living. Never fear, he is mindful 
of you, and tells you in Matthew 6: 25 to 
34 just what he thinks of you and how 
much he cares. But even “the very hairs 
of your head are all numbered.” Won- 
derful care and love this Father has for 
you, his child! 

You want to go to Moody? And you 
haven’t any money? Your Father is 
very rich. The silver and the gold are 
all his. “The cattle upon a thousand 
hills” are his. Why do you worry about 
money to go to school? That isn’t the 
question you are to consider most. The 
thing, to do is to talk to him, and. see 
“if he wants you to go to Moody. If 
he does, he will make it possible. If 
this is something you are thinking out 
for yourself, and you are concerned 
about what you would like to do, then 
your way may not open, for your 
heavenly Father loves you too much to 
allow you to do that which is against his 
plan for your life. 

The instructors of Moody, as I know 
them, would do as God does about your 
backsliding, — they would forget it! “All 
have sinned, and come short,” and so we 
all understand just what it means to have 
God forgive us, and start us on our 
journey to follow him. 

The thing for you to do is to know 
what God wants you to do. You can 
write to Moody, and they will tell you 
what their plan is for students, and I 
am sure you will find them very sym- 
pathetic and wise in their advice to you. 
But above all, talk to God continuaily, 
and get his mind upon the path you are 
to take, and be led of the Spirit, and 
you cannot make a mistake. If you let 
the human mind direct you, except as it 
is in harmony with the will of God, you 
may make a serious blunder when it is 
not necessary. The Word tells us: “I 
will instruct thee and teach thee in the 
way which thou shalt go: I will guide 
thee with mine eye” (Psa. 32:8). Get 
in full communication with the mind of 
Christ as it touches this plan, and he will 
tell you whether it is his voice that is 
speaking to you, or some strange voice. 
Be sure as you wait upon him that he is 
speaking, then the way will open to you 
and you will hear him say, “This is the 
way, walk ye in it.” 

Now there is one thing more. You 
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say you are afraid? “A scared feeling?” 
That makes me smile, for I know that 
that is the enemy. No, dear child, throw 
any feeling of being scared to the winds, 


nor forsake thee.” No,“if this is God’s 
plan, the enemy cannot defeat you, nor 
can man take it from you if your trust 
is in Him. Read Ephesians 3:20, and 
make it your own, while you know he is 
able and willing to show you his power 
in your life. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





October 9. How Can We Help Younger Boys 
and Girls? John at : 15-17. 

October 16.- In What Community Enterprises 
May Our Society Share? Neh. 4: 6, 16-18. 
October 23. Christian Endeavor in All Lands, 

Rom. 10: 18; Col. 1 : 3-6, y 

October 30. What Does Protestantism Stand 
for? Rom. 4: 1-5; Gal. 3 : 23-29. 


Sunday, October 2 


How Can We Make Our Society More 
Successful? (Phil. 3 : 13-17.) 
(Consecration meeting.) 





Mon.—Success through prayer (Acts 11: 
1-5). ; 
Tues.—By ‘co-operation (1 Cor. 3 : 1-9). 
Wed.—By more zeal (Rom. 12: 11-16). 
Thurs.—By high standards (Jas. 2 : 8-10). 
Fri.—By personal work (Acts 11 : 19-21). 
Sat.—By useful service (Mark 10 : 42-52). 











What is wrong with our committee work, 
and how make it right? 

How can we get members to give more time 
to society work? 

If all were like you, what would the society 
be like? 


OHN D. ROCKEFELLER, JR., 
said in one of his Sunday-school ad- 
dresses, “There. are many secrets of 

success, but I suppose the true secret 1s 

work, just plain work. In my boyhood 
in Harvard, I sat one evening over my 

Shakespeare, when a figurative sentence 

cropped up and puzzled me. ) 

to my father, who was reading his news- 
paper beside the lamp, ‘Father, what does 
this mean? “There is a tide in the af- 
fairs of men which, taken at the flood, 
leads on to fortune.” What kind of 
tide would that be, Father?’ ‘Tied down 
to business, my son,’ my father replied.” 


Are you really tied to the business of 
doing all in your power to make your 
young people’s society a success, or are 
you drifting along with the tide, mildly 
concerned occasionally when things do 
not go well, and yet unwilling to take 
any initiative or really to sacrifice any 
of your time or energy to help make it a 
success ? a 


And what are some of the ways that 
you can help make your society a suc- 
cess? To refer to our Scripture lesson, 
it will be necessary first of all (Phil. 
3:13) to forget some things, — any fail- 
ure that may have gone before; that 
grievance that may have been cherished 
against some other member; the discour- 
aging and disparaging remarks that oth- 
ers may have made to you about the so- 
ciety, and the like. 

There must be a looking forward and 
a pressing forward to a goal (Phil. 3: 
13, 14), not merely a goal of increased 
membership, or some attainment devised 
by man’s mind, but toward the ‘goal that 
God himself has fixed for you as a group 
of members of his body. 

God’s goal for you as a group can only 
be ascertained from him, as you go to 
him in prayer, seeking his will and ask- 
ing for wisdom and strength to attain 
the goal he has set before you. 

Then, if your society is to attain any 
measure of success, there must be united 
action and purpose (Phil. 3: 15-17). 
“Can two walk together, except they 
be agreed?” asked the prophet Amos 
(Amos 3:3). Perfect agreement and 
accord is one of the results of abiding 
in the Lord Jesus Christ and it can only 
come as the society is pressing forward 
toward his mark and not striving for 








for he has said, “I will never leave thee, 


So I said f 
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need to ask him to create in your midst 
that oneness in him that shall mean con- 
certed ‘action and united effort. 

ye . . 
But making the society successful, like 
“charity,” begins at home. The society can 
never rise higher than its individual . 
members. 
requirements of the pledge -you took 
when you became a member? 
are failing in keeping the quiet time,* in 
your daily Bible reading, in your at- 
tendance at the meetings, in the faithful 
discharge of any of your committee 
work, you are placing a terrific handi- 
cap upon any move you may make 
toward the betterment of the society, be- 
cause you are not only setting a poor 
example, but you are closing your own 
mouth against any valuable suggestions 
you might have concerning others, and 
you are cutting the very nerve of your 
zeal in winning others to the Lord Jesus 
Christ because you are furnishing them 
with an excuse, reasonable or unreason- 
able though it may be, for refusing to 
become a Christian. 

V4 
Shall we not then, as individual mem- 
bers, first ask God to show us how we 
are failing him- in our own lives and 
keeping our society from being the suc- 
cessful one he had planned? Shall we 
not ask him for courage openly to con- 
fess our shortcomings and to go forward 
in new determination and in his strength 
toward better things for our own lives 
and for the society as a whole? Let us 
ask him, too, to lead our society into a 
deeper prayer life that shall give us a 
broad vision of his will for us and en- 
able us to draw upon his limitless re- 
sources for all our needs. 


cessful member? 


Part to make our society successful? 


To_whom am I looking for the goal of our 
society? 
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| Children at Home 





Linda-May and 
the Witch of Endor 


By S. L. Bacon 


“ HAT do you think?” said Bessie 
as she and Linda-May walked to 
school. “There’s a really truly witch 
lives up in that ugly old brown house 
at the crossroads. She’s got a black cat 
with awful yellow eyes and I wouldn’t 
be surprised [here Bessie lowered her 
voice to a whisper] if she didn’t ride 
around on a broomstick dark nights!” 

Linda-May’s eyes grew wide with hor- 
ror, but she answered bravely, 

“I don’t b’l’eve a word of it, Bessie 
Martin. There’s no such thing as 
witches, for my Papa-doctor said so.” 

“Oh, but there are, too,” cried Bessie. 
“Why, we had about the witch of Endor 
in our Sunday-school lesson, I wouldn’t 
be surprised if this wasn’t that very same 
old witch for we didn’t have anything 
about her bein’ burnt up an’ that’s the 


witch!” 

Linda-May was very much impressed. 
She decided she would ask Papa-doctor 
that very evening. 

“IT wouldn’t go by that house for any- 
thing,” Bessie said. 

Linda-May shivered, she was glad the 
way home did not go by the crossroads. 

She had just reached her front gate 
when she heard Papa-doctor call her, 
and turning she saw him leaning out 
of his car. 

“Hello, Girlie! I was looking for 
you. Want to help me a bit?” 

“Oh, yes!” cried the little girl eagerly. 

The doctor drew a small envelope 
from his vest pocket and handed it to 
Linda-May. 

“This is some medicine I promised to 





a number of individual ideals. You will 


send back to Mrs. Coles at once, for 
she’s suffering and needs it right away. 


How are you living up to the ._ 


If you:- 


Am I willing to let God make me a suc- . 


Am I willing to be used even in a minor~™ 


only way you can ever get rid of a. 
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Lesson for October 2 
1 Kings 18 


AN ATTACK 
“Where people swallow the church whole” 


The American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Atheism has declared that amon 
other things they propose to make an attac 
on the South; ‘where the people swallow 
the church whole.”’ 


The Bob Jones College, located on beauti- 
ful St. Andrews Bay, Florida, says: ‘* THEY 
SHALL NOT PASS.” 


Orthodox. Christians can do the following 
for the College : 


First : Pray for us. 

Second: Send us students. ~ 
Third: Give us a part of your tithe. 
Fourth : Remember us in your will, 


The Bob Jones College opens September 
14th, 1927. Students from a large section of 
the United States have already enrolled. 


The Bob Jones College is loeated a few 
miles from. Panama City, Florida. The Cel- 
lege post office is at Lynn Haven, Florida. 
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campus on the beautiful north shore of Long 
Island. Indoor and outdoor sports. For 
catalog address the Principal, Box S, 
Stony Brook, Long Island, N.Y. ~ 














AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 


FREE 


A copy of “ The Baffled Rabbi.’’ The greatest 
court room witness for our Lord Jesus Christ 
in many years. Given bya Jew. SENT FREE. 


Christian Witness to Israel, Inc. 
521 West 179th St. - + New York City 


























Rome and Babylon 
BEING REBUILT 


Will Mussolini or Feisal become Antichrist ? 
With Photograph —also of Jewish Temple 
Which made a secret COVENANT with the Zionists ? 

Will 666 be a governmental license number? 

When will Christ come? 

“DEFINITE SIGNS OF THIS AGE CLOSING” 
Is a valu:ble text-book on world events of today. 
FIFTH EDITION, THIRTEENTH THOUSAND 

Cloth, indexed, 60c each. Paper, 35c each. 
One cloth and two Bonet copies for $1.00. 
Money orders only . KEEFER, Westport, Conn. 





A Whole Year for $1.00! 
me ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘There is 
no other I like as well.”” Sample copy free. 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Earn $25 Weekly Spare Time 


Writing for newspapers, magazines. Experience 
unnecessary. Details FREE. 


PRESS SYNDICATE, 1287, ST. LOUIS, MO. 
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But they have phoned me to come to 
the hospital immediately.’ It’s a case 
that can’t wait, so I haven’t time to take 
these to Mrs. Coles. You go as quickly 
as you can, Linda-May. Take the path 
across the meadow that goes by the 
crossroads, that’s the nearest way.” 

With a smile and a wave of his hand, 
Papa-doctor was gone. Linda-May stood 
for a moment looking at the blue enve- 
lope which she held tightly. Oh, how 
could she go that way! It meant going 
right by the brown house, and what if 
Bessie’s story was true! If she went 
the other way, it was twice as long, and 
poor Mrs. Coles was suffering, — and 
then, too, Papa-doctor trusted her. He 
had not even waited for an answer, he 
had believed she would do what he told 
her, — but then he didn’t know about the 
witch of Endor. He might never even 
have heard of her! 

Nevertheless Linda-May ran through 
the meadow and turned into the path that 
led right by the witch’s house. When 
she came in sight of it her heart be- 
gan to beat very fast and she could 
scarcely keep on, and when she was quite 
close she was still more frightened for 
she was sure she heard a queer sound like 
a moan. Linda-May raced by, she iairly 
flew over the ground, and in a few min- 
utes she had reached Mrs. Cole’s, and de- 
livered the medicine. “Now, I don’t have 
to hurry,” thought the little girl, “so Pll 
go the other way.” 

Then suddenly she thought, “Suppose 
that was the witch I heard, and she is 
sick or hurt. I ought to help her even 
if she is a witch, Papa-doctor does.” 

Linda-May walked slowly, oh, very 
slowly toward the brown house, but as 
she came nearer she heard distinctly the 
same sound, and now she was sure it was 
some one moaning. Linda-May longed 
to run fast but she knew what Papa-doc- 
tor would think. He would think she 
was a coward, and worse, if she ran away 
from some one who needed help. She 
opened the gate and went up the steps, 
but she shut her eyes tight when she 
knocked at the door. 

“Come in,” said a low voice, “come 
right in.” 

Linda-May pushed open the door. On 
the couch lay a little old lady with soft, 
gray hair, and the sweetest, kindest, blue 
eyes. : 

“Why, you dear little girl,” said she, 
“I’m so glad to see you. I had q fall, 
and I’m afraid my ankle is badly sprained. 
I was trying to get to the telephone to 
call a doctor and the pain was so bad I 
couldn’t help crying out.” 

“And you’re not the witch of Endor 
like- Bessie said, are you? You don’t 
look a bit like one,” added Linda-May. 

The old lady laughed. “No, indeed, I’m 
not any kind of witch,” said she. 

She told the little girl just what to 
do for her ankle and where to find the 
telephone. By the time Papa-doctor came 
Linda-May and the little lady had be- 
come fast friends. 

“TI tol’ you there weren’t any witches,” 
Linda-May said to Bessie next day, “and 
she has got a cat,—a lovely cat,—an’ 
she’s goin’ to give me one of its kittens.” 

Newport, Ky. 


Keswick as a Rest Home 
and Retreat 


N UNUSUAL opportunity awaits 

you at Keswick Grove, N. j., if you 
are weary, overtired, or in need of spir- 
itual refreshment. The fall and winter 
months are most enjoyable in the health 
giving, pine-filled atmosphere of Kes- 
wick, which is only a few miles distant 
from Lakehurst and Lakewood, the noted 
winter resorts. Keswick has its own lakes, 
tennis courts, beautiful rambles, and the 
like, but best of all is the Christian fel- 
lowship, the homelike atmosphere, and 
opportunity to be alone with God: Why 
not use Keswick as a retreat and gain 
strength and inspiration for your work 
and responsibilities? Missionaries, min- 
isters, and Christian workers have “been 
especially impressed with Keswick as an 
ideal rest home. For further information 
regarding rates and reservations address 
Addison C. Raws, Secretary, Keswick 
Grove, N. J. 
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For They Say, and Do Not! 





to him,” when you are not willing to tak 


it teac 
Are you obeying God 


to all other missions? Are you a pastor ? 
an accounting of your stewardship. 
especially appreciated. Our paper, THE 
Bible 


is sent to all contributors. 
May we hear from you? 


Frankly, what's the use of saying, “Every time | sce a Jew _ 1 want to take off my hat 

e out your dollar to help him know of that 

through which alone he can be saved? ‘What's the use of the premillennial doctrine if 

- by innuendo that “ we must leave the Jews alone in this age” > 

in your work, prayer and gifts in behalf of the Jew? Are you 

a layman? Just how much did you give for © tip Missions last pe and how much 
ur 


Missions last year ? Think over these things. 

r mission merits your every confidence and support. 
CHOSEN 
le students the most helpful paper on Prophecy and the Jews published in America,— 
Regular price, 50 cents a year, or 10 cents a copy. 


ow much did your church give for Jewish 
Some day you will be required to give 


Just now your gift would be 
OPLE 


—considered by many 











American Board of Missions to the Jews droctine New Yok 




















ATLANTIC 
CITY 





Fifty years of hospitable, homelike 


service, with ever-increasing ma- 


terial charm have made these hotels 


In the very center of things 
on the Beach 
and the Boardwalk 


just like personal friends to those 
who love to go down to the sea for 
rest or recreation. Fall and early 


winter days are most delightful. 


“ Dual Trio”’ Radio Concerts 
every Tuesday Evening at 9. 
Tune in on WPG. 


American Plan - Always Open 
Illustrated folder on request 


LEEDS AND LipPINcOoTT COMPANY 





























Ghe Sunday School Gimes 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the fullowing rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States- and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. i 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 

paper to enable all the teachers of a 

school to examine it will be sent free 

upon application. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 








Calendars 


Try this pleasant way 
of meeting pledges, 
raising budgets, earn- 
ing from $50 to $500. 
Pastors everywhere 
endorse it as not 
only adignified,eth- 
ical way of making 
money, but also as 
areal Christian ~ 
portunity to rea 
every home in your 
locality with this 
wholesome Chris- 
tian influence. 

Learn about our 
plan. 
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Special Prices 
Cost Sell for Profit . 
100 $17.00 $30.00 $13.00 
zi ge 88 26 
300 45.00 90.00 45.00 


Oegenge copies, 30e4 6, $1ns0y 12, 88.005 

ny es, 3 5, 91.405 7 o.00, 

S° $5.16; 50, $10.00. All prices 
slightly h M 


igher in 
Mail 7 














the M Pp Litehi Co. 
Toa” 7 5932-44 Wentworth Avenue 
4 Chicago, Ill. 
Enclosed find $————_for which 
, 4 send me M 





Scripture Text Calendars. Send also 
Fl your FREE sales plans. 


4 Name 
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c Address___ 
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[For Family Worship 








Followine the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


India’s Unmined Gold 


6CT“-HE apostle James has left it on 

record that ‘Elias was a man sub- 
ject to like passions as we are.’ ... Life 
today has lost much of its singleness of 
purpose, and instead of being a swift, 
deep-flowing river of living waters, thou- 
sands of Christians give the vision of 
an estuary, of shallow channels, muddy 
pools, runlets and rivulets — mud every- 
where. Oh, that a tide of spiritual re- 
vival might rise and flow, until ‘deep 
calleth unto deep,’ and islets, channels, 
and rivulets are lost in the tidal wave 
of God’s grace and power! On Octo- 
ber 2, 1792, twelve men met in England 
to constitute themselves into a Mission- 
ary Society to carry the Gospel to In- 
dia. Hear the venerable Andrew Fuller: 
‘There is a deep gold mine in India,’ 
said he, ‘a wondrous mine as deep, ‘it 
seems to be, as the center of the earth! 





Let your 

GIFT 

to Foreign Missions 
PAY YOU 


a Life Income 


‘All my life I have been interested in 
Foreign Missions, All I could devote to 
this work from my income seems so little, 
yet I dare not use my capital, for that is 
all I have to rely on for my support.’” 

Is that your problem? An annuit 
Gift to the Board from your capital wilt 


pay’ you a definite, guaranteed income 
for life, of from 


414% to 99% per year, 


relieve you of all the worry and care 
of investing, will pay you the annuity 
regularly and assure the safety of the 
pridcipal. 


Annuity Gifts now in force range 
from $100 to $65,000 and total over one 
and a quarter million dollars. During 
the forty years the Board has been writ- 
ing Annuity Gift Agreements, it has 
never failed to pay the annuity when due. 

For further information write to 

Ernest F. Hall, Secretary, Dept. of Annuities 


BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. A. 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 














Churches Need 
Trained Women 


Many opportunities await the trained woman, 
Pastor’s Assistants, Educational Directors, Mis- 
sionaries. One, two and three year courses. High 
School Diploma required. ‘Scholarships available. 
Central city location. For booklet address 


Philadelphia School for Christian Workers 
Box S, 1122 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


YMNS from the Heart 


107 Inspiring Gospel Hymns by the 
World’s Greatest Hymn Writers: 
Stebbins, Harkn Sankey, Gabriel, Tovey, 
Hooker, etc. Mrs. James H La Editor, 

Voice Student Jam New York poe Me 
25c Each, $12.50 per 100. Returnable copy 
Rev. J. H. LARSON, Lake Shore Drive, Lake Geneva, Wis. 


“MARCH ON!” 


a ny Spe service of encouragement for Sunday 
Schools, 7c each, 80c the dozen, $6.00 the hundred. 
Send 4c in stamps for sample. 


Hall-Mack Co., 21st & Arch Sts., Phila., Pa. 
National Music Co., 218 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, IIL 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


When will it be seen to be Immanuel’s, 


to whom by right it belongs? A dark, 
dark shaft! Who will venture down to 
obtain the gold for Christ? Who will 
explore the mine?’ ‘I will venture,’ said 
Carey instantly. ‘Weak as I am, I will 
go in his strength; but, Fuller, Ryland, 
and Sutcliff, if I go down the mine, I 
hope that you will hold the ropes.’ These 
men bore witness of the Elijah passion. 
One hundred and thirty-five years have 
passed since that memorable gathering 
launched the first missionary enterprise 
for India. But much gold is still in the 
mine. . . . In North East India, souls 
garnered from the harvest, as the result 
of the toil of this long line of heroic 
men, are ready and waiting for the word: 
‘Go!’ ”—Bulletin of The North East In- 
dia General Mission, Inc. 





September 26 to October 2 
Mon.—1 Kings 18 : 36-46. 
Elijah on Mount Carmel. 
“The weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strong holds.” The 
greatest of these weapons is prayer. It 
is indispensable in spiritual warfare, 
against not only human agencies of sin 
but also the invisible forces of the spirit 
world behind them. It is what the bat- 
tering ram was to ancient besiegers of 
cities or the big¢ artillery with its bar- 
rage is in modern fighting. Elijah prayed 
twice on Mount Carmel. That first 
prayer is a model for us in beginning 
any attack upon the strongholds of God’s 
enemies, and the last prayer teaches us 
how to follow up a victory. ; 


Prayer. Succestions: Pray that God 
may turn back again the heart of his 
people to himself, as Elijah prayed for 
Israel (v. 37). Pray that God may send 
his Holy Sivit to work mightily — that 
the fire that fell from Heaven on the 
Day of Pentecost may fall again in 
churches where indifference and worldli- 
ness prevail, as well as im churches 
where fanaticism and schisms are pre- 
venting a united attack on the forces 
of evil. 


Tues.—Judges 7: 19-25. Gideon’s Victory. 


God can win his battles either with 
many or with few. The Saying is never 
too trite, “One, plus God, is a majority.” 
Bishop Henderson, of Ohio, who began 
his career for God under Finney, says 
that he finds in every church “a redemp- 
tive minority.” It is the seven thousand 
who have not bowed the knee to Baal. 
It is what the “remnant” was to Israel. 
It is “the Twelve” of the early teaching 
days of our Lord, and “the 120” that 
prayed through the Pentecost. Mr. 
Wilder, formerly head of the Student 
Volunteer Movement, says he finds a 
small group in every college. These are 
Gideon armies. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for pas- 
tors, evangelists, teachers, and Bible wo- 
men in North East India where a re- 
port from the North East India General 
Mission says that a native pastor with 
sixteen Bible school students has re- 
turned from a tour with the names of 
fifty converts. Another party of ten stu- 
dents came back with the name of one 
convert. Reports from Lakhimpur say 
that the Spirit is doing a great work 
among the Christians themselves, and 
since ‘February, 1924, there have been 
twenty-three converts in the difficult Up- 
per Chindwin field. 


Wed.—Judges 15: 14-20. Samson’s Victory. 


Prevalent rationalism denies the liter- 
alness of such stories as Samson’s slay- 
ing a thousand Philistines with the jaw- 
bone of an ass. Under the Old Testa- 
ment dispensation marvelous physical 
victories such as the one given in this 
particular reference were won either by 
one or by «a few of God’s consecrated 
servants. Read the story of Jonathan 
and his armor bearer (1 Sam. 14), of 
Abraham when he rescued Lot (Gen. 
14), and of David’s mighty men of valor 
(2 Sam. 23). In this New Testament 
dispensation, the Spirit of God anoints 
us, if we let him, for equal prowess in 
winning spiritual victories. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 





conversion of the thousands of children 


under the care of Dr. Bernardo’s Homes 
and for God’s blessing upon all rescue 
work among orphan and destitute chil- 
dren throughout the world. The World 
War has made it increasingly difficult 
to care for and support these children 
in the Bernardo Homes, now in charge 
of Miss Effie Bentham and her sisters, 
of The Towers, Scarborough, England. 
Pray that God will fully supply every 
necd of this and all other such mstitu- 
tions. 


Thurs.—Daniel & : 8-18, 
Standing for God and the Right. 
The “little horn” here is Antiochus 
Epiphanes, a terrible Greek general who 
profaned the Temple and persecuted the 
Jews; a prophetic anti-type of the final 
Antichrist, whom _ prophetic teachers 
think may be near to appearing on earth. 
Daniel had to have Gabriel to interpret 
this deep special revelation, but we have 
the Holy Spirit to teach us the deep 
meanings of the completed written Word. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: Pray that God 
may bless the work of the Pioneer Mis- 
sion Agency, 80, Stafford Building, Phil- 
adelphia; that God will stir up, or raise 
up, missionary agencies to become chan- 
nels of the Gospel to the unreached mil- 
lions in the Indian tribes of Mexico, 
Central and South America; that he will 
raise up explorers to make known the 
missionary needs of the territory in East- 
ern Colombia, Southern Venezuela, the 
southern part of the Guianas, Northern 
Brazil, Eastern Peru, and Western Bra- 
sil, from the Madeira River west to the 
Andes. 


Fri.—Ruth 1: 8-18. Ruth’s Wise Choice. 


“Ruth was saved by grace, but she 
will never be a star in Naomi’s crown,” 
said the late Henry Moorehouse. “Na- 
omi turned one girl back to idolatry and 
perhaps to eternal loss. Why did not 
Naomi wish her daughters to return with 
her? She was out of God’s place for 
her. Are we in or out of God’s place 
for us, a curse or a blessing to our chil- 
dren and to others?” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Family Altar League; for Christian par- 
ents everywhere that they may not com- 
mit what a great Christian leader calls 
“the domestic crime” of failing to lift 
their voice in prayer in the home in the 
presence of their children; that the pro- 
portion often percent or less of ‘those 
in the Christian church who have family 
worship may be largely increased by. the 
coming of the revival for which we are 
all praying. 


Sat.—1 Thessalonians 5 : 15-28. Avoiding Evil. 


We usually speak of “body, soul, and 
spirit,” but the Bible order is “spirit, 
soul, and body.” “In the beginning God.” 
In the trinity of man the spirit is that 
which senses God, the soul that which 
senses self, and the body that which 
senses material things. There is a fine 
footnote on verse 23 in the Scofield Ref- 
erence Bible. Solomon said, “The spirit 
of a man is the candle of the Lord.” 
When the Holy Spirit lights up our hu- 
man spirit, the spiritual man is dominant 
over the soul -life, “thinking God’s 
thoughts after him,” as revealed in his 
Word, and the spiritual man dominates 
the body, with its affections and lusts. 


Prayer Succestions: H. A. Becker, 
of Patzicia, Guatemala, C. A., asks 
prayer for his distribution of Spanish 
Gospels as he rides from place to place. 
He rarely ever sees the recipient again. 
Please claim the promise, “My word... 
shall not return unto me void.” Pray 
also for his giving out of the Gospel of 
John in the Indian dialect. Pray for his 
old Spanish-speaking Christian helper. 
Pray for the Bible House of Los An- 
geles which is supplying him with Span- 
ish Gospels and literature. 


Sun.—Psaim 115: 1-18. God Our Helper. 


The late Pastor Whiteside, of the Alli- 
ance Tabernacle in Pittsburgh, when asked 
first to take charge of this work said, 
“No, get another pastor, and let me be 
his errand boy.” The people thought he 
was jocular, but he went aside and told 
the Lord that He must be the leader and 
let him as the newly chosen pastor run 





errands for Him. The great blessing 


(Lesson for Octdber 2) SEPTEMBER 17, 1927 


that rested upon his work was in part 
due to the fact that he never departed 
from this conception of his opportunity. 
Is it’ not a good example for all of us 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Prayer is_re- 
quested by the American Council of the 
Indian Evangelical Missionary.. Alliance, 
Inc., headquarters in Cleveland. The 
treasury is badly depleted and in cry- 
ing need of funds. All. gifts are used 
100 percent for the work, and Gad is 
giving great blessing in the testimonies 
on the field of India, though the work 
is done under great difficulty. Pray for 
all Carey’s successors tw India. 








Well, |'said to Mr. er-er-er what's his 
name--you know who | mean --that 

if we were going to do business with 
his firm, they ought to act right-er-er- 
regardiess of what anyone else 
said. You get what | mean ? 











Stop Groping 
for Words ! 


If you hesitate and stammer, and grope 
for words, if you say ‘‘ er’’ or ‘‘ what-do- 
you-call it ’’ or ‘* you know what I mean’’ 
instead of using exactly the right word to 
express your meaning—you tell every one 
that your mind is asleep. You publish 
the fact that your education has been 
sadly neglected. Your limited vocabulary 
shows clearly that you are dull and unin- 
teresting. 


Every time you talk, every time you 
write, you show what you are. When you 
use the wrong word, when you mispro- 
nounce or misspell a word, when you punc- 
tuate incorrectly, when you use flat, ordi- 
nary words, you handicap yourself enor- 
mously. A striking command of English en- 
ables you to present your ideas clearly, 
forcefully, convincingly. If your language 
is incorrect it hurts you more than you will 
ever know, for people are too polite to tell 
you about your mistakes. 


New Invention Makes Mastering English Easy 
For many years Mr.Cody,one of our great- 
est authorities on English, studied the prob- 
lem of creating instinctive habits of using 
good English. After countless experiments 
he finally invented a simple method by which 
you can acquire a better command of the 
nglish language in only 15 minutes a day. 
Mr. Cody’s students have secured more im- 
provementin five weeks than previously had 
been obtained by other pupils in two years. 


Send for Free Book on English 
To achieve your ambitions it is essential that you use 
good English as instinctively as you tie your shoes, Busi- 
ness today demands men and women who use correct, 
concise, forceful language. Society d ds education, 
breeding, culture, demonstrated by the use of correct, in- 
teresting and convincing language. . 


A new book explaining Mr. Cody’s remarkable method 
is ready. This new free book, “ How to nba and Write 
Masterly English,” will prove a revelation to you. Send the 
coupon or a letter or a postal card for it now. Address 
Sherwin Cody School of English, 359 Searle Building, 
Rochester, N. ¥. 


SSeS SSS SSSR eee eee eee eS 
SHERWIN CODY SCHOOL OF ENGLISH 
359 Searle Building, Rochester, N: Y. 


Please send me your free book ‘‘ How to Speak and 
Write Masterly English.”” It is understood that this does 
not obligate me in any way. 








in our God-given tasks? (v. 1.) a 














